Response to Jessica
Thank you for sharing your insights into political actions in the state. I also intend to practice in Massachusetts; I can relate with the political action supported by the Massachusetts Coalition of nurse Practitioners. The proposed bill (H.1539) is among the key political actions that the MCNP is supporting to expand NPs’ scope of practice. While NPs achieved full practice authority in 2021, the changes did not address NPs’ role in assessing patients’ capacity and invoking proxies. As such, NPs have to rely on attending physicians who have the authority to appoint proxies on behalf of patients lacking capacity (MCNP, 2023). I acknowledge that the statute limits NPs scope of practice and may have significant implications on their ability to care for patients. Considering that NPs are primary care providers, the law should allow them to participate fully in assessing patients’ capacity and supporting them in appointing proxies. The lack of this authority implies a high likelihood of delays in delivering care to patients if an attending physician is absent (Appel, 2023). I concur that the passage of the bill would significantly improve our capacity to apply our skills and knowledge to the benefit of the patient populations served. I believe that nurses at any level have a duty to support and advocate the passage of the bill. In adding to your thoughts, nurses could organize grassroots support for the bill by creating awareness among those who have not heard about the bill. Joining MCNP and signing our support for the bill could also help the policymakers in understanding the magnitude of the issue it addresses and seeing its passage in the legislature.
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