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[bookmark: _GoBack]In healthcare, religion and spirituality are essential facets that cannot be overlooked (Marugg et al., 2014). In the case study of healing and anatomy, Mike and Joanne are parents to Samuel and James. Unfortunately, James was initially diagnosed with acute glomerulonephritis, which has led to kidney failure. The attending doctor advised that James undergo dialysis to maintain his kidney function but the parents vacillate (GCU, 2020). Consequently, James's condition deteriorates significantly two days later, and he requires an urgent kidney transplant. This paper examines this case study and encapsulates the various factors that must be considered to ensure James's health and well-being. 
Decision Making and Principal of Autonomy
Primarily, Mike and Joanne have chosen to disregard and delay a vital medical intervention for their son James based on their religious beliefs, hoping for a miraculous cure through prayer. However, this decision has made James's health deteriorate to the point where he now requires ongoing dialysis and a kidney transplant (GCU, 2020). Given their decisions' illogical and harmful nature, the physician must revoke the parents' autonomy in making decisions on James's behalf. Albeit healthcare practitioners should respect the parents' decision, they are legally and ethically allowed to intervene in cases where a child may be at risk of harm. They should protect vulnerable children from harm or neglect from their parents. Suppose they encounter a situation where a child's medical needs are neglected due to parental decisions or inaction. In that case, they are legally required and supported by health standards to report such instances to the appropriate authorities (Gordon, n.d). Furthermore, healthcare providers are ethically justified in taking action and performing life-saving procedures, even if parents protest, when a minor's well-being is at risk. As such, healthcare providers have ethical, legal, and moral responsibilities to warrant their patients' safety by making apt decisions that prioritize their well-being, health, and recovery.
Christian Perspective, Decision-Making, and the Principles of Beneficence and Non-maleficence
Hoehner, 2020) espouses that some Christians view illness and sickness as a form of punishment for sins committed as a consequence of human behavior that requires adherence to God's teachings to be healed. Mike questions whether his faith is strong enough or if God punishes him through his son James (GCU, 2020). Other Christians believe sickness is a test of their faith in which they believe God sends illnesses to gauge their devotion and trust in Him. In this light, they perceive good health as a result of strong piety to God and interpret illness as a sign of lacking dedication to their faith. This perspective can significantly impact their approach to healing, whereby they acknowledge God as the supreme healer. Similarly, Mike thinks that James can be cured through prayers rather than medical interventions (GCU, 2020).
	Christians should consider medical interventions a means through which God fosters health and well-being. They should view these interventions as opportunities to witness God's work through the recovery from the disease. In the case of Mike's family, they should have faith that God's intentions will be manifested through the dialysis and kidney transplant, leading to James restored health. In Matthew chapter nine, verse twelve, Jesus urged his disciples to seek medical care, acknowledging that the sick require a physician. Therefore, Christians should recognize that seeking medical treatment is a God-given gift which aligns with His command (NIV, n.d.). As a Christian, Mike should allow James to undergo the medical procedure, acknowledging it as an act of obedience to God's word. He should believe that God is using healthcare professionals as instruments of healing for his son. Through prayer, Mike can trust that God will bring healing while utilizing the available medical resources. God expects humans to use the gifts He has provided, such as doctors, for treatment and to have faith that He will ultimately cure and heal (Hoehner, 2020). In honoring the bioethical principle of beneficence, Mike should carefully consider James's illness and recognize that a kidney transplant offers the most beneficial approach to saving his son's life. He should perceive the doctor as a Samaritan sent by God to alleviate his son's pain and suffering (Gordon, n.d.). Moreover, adhering to the principle of non-maleficence, Mike can understand that a kidney transplant will not cause further harm but rather relieve undue suffering and promote healing for his son. Therefore, Mike should continue to pray to God and trust in Him wholeheartedly, believing that his son will be healed.
Spiritual Needs Assessment 
According to Anadarajah (2005), incorporating a spiritual assessment as part of patient care is essential for delivering top-notch holistic care. Notably, assessing spiritual needs provides an opportunity to explore the patient's experiences with illness and the influence of their beliefs on medical decision-making (Marugg et al., 2014). In this context, conducting a spiritual needs assessment would enable the physician to help Mike make well-informed decisions concerning James's germane treatment. In addition, to gaining insights into the patient's family's spiritual needs and their perspective on the necessary care for the patient. This would have expedited finding ways to integrate medical interventions without conflicting with the family's interests and expectations.
Furthermore, the physician can involve a chaplain to address the patient's spiritual needs, provide information and guidance regarding care and health risks, and actively participate in the treatment process through prayer, instilling confidence that James will be treated and recover through a medical approach. The physician would have also learned how his values, beliefs, and practices might influence treatment decisions (Anadarajah, 2005). For instance, as a healthcare professional, he could have used biblical illustrations to help the family better understand the importance of medical interventions and the relationship between medicine and religion.
Conclusion
In summary, the case study accentuates the impact of religion on the acceptance of medical interventions and amalgamating patients' religious beliefs into their care to achieve optimal health outcomes. Therefore, healthcare providers must include spiritual assessment in their care plans. This practice will enable them to deliver care that promotes patients' holistic well-being.
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