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Topic 1 DQ 3
Mandated reporters are individuals, whether from the public or private sector, who are legally obligated to report any suspected incidents of abuse or neglect to the appropriate authorities. This mandatory reporters category encompasses professionals such as social workers, school staff, healthcare providers, law enforcement officers, and clergy members (Maryland.gov, n.d.). The specific statute in Maryland is Maryland 5-704 (a) (2), which outlines the responsibilities of mandated reporters. According to this statute, if a person works in a school, hospital, childcare institution, public health agency, or detention facility, they must promptly notify the institution's head. Particularly if they have reason to believe that a child has been subjected to abuse or neglect (Maryland.gov, n.d.). In addition to notifying the head of the institution, mandated reporters in Maryland State are also required to report suspected cases of child abuse or neglect to the local Department of social services or law enforcement agencies. 
The reporting process often encompasses making a verbal report immediately and completing the DHR/SSA 180 form within 24 hours (Maryland.gov, n.d.). The completed form should be submitted to the local Department of social services, and a copy should be provided to the local Attorney's office. Moreover, the incident being reported must fall within the jurisdiction of the local Department of social services, and a copy of the 180 forms should be provided to the local Attorney's office (Maryland.gov, n.d.). During recess, teacher P. noticed arm bruises on one of her students, NM, a 10-year-old girl. When she asks NM about the bruises, the child seemed elusive, fearful, and on the verge of tears. Teacher P. noticed NM's school tardiness, inadequate clothing for the weather, and the student often appeared hungry or distressed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]These observations raised concerns about potential child abuse and neglect. As such, to report the case, teacher P. should document the observations she has made, including the dates, locations, and descriptions of the bruises (Maryland.gov, n.d.). She should also note any statements or behaviors from NM that indicate fear or distress and notify the head of the institution about her concerns regarding NM's well-being. After seeking guidance on the reporting process with the school, she should contact the local Department of law enforcement agencies and make a verbal report of the suspected child abuse or neglect (Maryland.gov, n.d.). Thereafter, teacher P. ought to complete and submit the DHR/SSA 180 form within 24 hours of making the verbal report and ascertain she provides accurate information.
Reference
Maryland.gov (n.d.). Child protective services. Maryland Department of Human Services https://dhs.maryland.gov/child-protective-services/reporting-suspected-child-abuse-or-neglect/mandated-reporters/.
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