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Week 13 Response to Erik Atkinson
Hello Erik, thank you for sharing a brilliant post on this week's discussion post about psychotic disorders. I concur that ethical considerations are crucial in providing effective care, particularly for patients with psychotic disorders. Additionally, PMHNPs encounter diverse ethical dilemmas when caring for patients with psychotic disorders, frequently balancing providing the highest level of assistance and fully honouring their patients' autonomy (Manderius et al., 2023). As such, ethical considerations help PMHNPs maintain the highest standards of care while respecting their patients' dignity, autonomy, and rights. Furthermore, given the potential impairment of decision-making abilities in psychotic patients, PMHNPs must thoroughly deliberate the ethical principles of beneficence, non-maleficence, and respect the patients' autonomy. 
Indeed, it can be challenging when patients with psychotic disorders do not comply with their medication regimen. In such instances, finding a balance between respecting their autonomy and ensuring their safety becomes a sensitive issue, particularly when non-adherence to medication could have substantial adverse effects on the patient's well-being. Therefore, to combat the problem of medication adherence, a PMHN can administer long-acting injectable antipsychotic drugs to patients (Baeza et al., 2023). In particular, long-acting injectables are a first-line medication that helps reduce the high relapse and rehospitalization rates due to non-adherence to antipsychotic medication.
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