Week 6: Prescriptive Authority
	In Massachusetts, NPs require a minimum of two years of supervised practice to take part in prescriptive practice without supervision after board approval. They can also provide attestation of practicing independently or with supervision for a minimum of two years if the are seeking authorization by reciprocity. For those with less than two years of supervised experience, they have to engage in prescriptive practice with supervision by a qualified physician (Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 2023; Massachusetts Nurse Practice Act, 2021). Collaborative or supervisory regulation is only required in prescribed some controlled substances. Indeed, APRNs have restrictions associated with prescribing drugs in schedules II, III, and IV for personal use. In applying for prescriptive authority, the DEA has established several requirements for APRNs. The requirements include completing education on effective pain management, risks of abuse and addiction associated with opioid medications, identification of patients’ risks to substance use disorders, guidance and counseling to patients on side effects, addictiveness, appropriate storage, and disposal, appropriate prescription quantities for medications with an increased risk of abuse, and opioid antagonists. The supervisory regulations are primarily related to narcotic prescribing. Physicians should assess the primary prescription of schedule II drugs within 96 hours of prescribing (American Medical Association, n.d). Massachusetts law on opioids has a seven-day maximum supply prescription when issued to an adult for the first time. The state has established a Prescription Drug Monitoring Program that grants access to patients’ histories of controlled substances prescription that can be used to identify patients who may have been prescribed multiple drugs (Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 2023). 
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