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Topic 3 DQ 2
In the Christian biblical narrative, the four parts, creation, fall, redemption, and restoration, provide insights into God's nature, reality, and the implications for sickness and disease. Additionally, Hoehner (2020) espouses that creation involves fourfold essential themes, namely God's transcendence over design, His role as the Creator of all things, His independence from creation, and the intentional and purposeful nature of His creative acts. As such, God is depicted as the all-powerful and loving Creator of the universe. This is because He creates everything out of nothing, including humans, whom He creates in His image and likeness. Therefore, every individual possesses inherent value, even amid sickness. According to God's design, health enables us to share joy, abundance, and blessings with one another. It is noteworthy to acknowledge that God intended humanity to live harmoniously, free from any pain and suffering precipitated by sickness. 
The fall, on the other hand, initiated by Adam and Eve's disobedience, disrupted this state of harmony and resulted in sickness, suffering, and death (Hoehner, 2020). The consequences of this rupture profoundly impacted humanity and the entire created order, introducing diseases, death, suffering, and a diminished relationship with God. Albeit sickness and illness brought on by the fall of man became part and parcel of the human experiences, God extended His mercy to humanity by providing Redemption through His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus came to offer redemption and valid freedom to humanity. His purpose was to undo the devastating consequences of the fall by sacrificing Himself and paying for our sins through death (Sanchez, 2021). 
The Bible assures us that through Jesus' suffering, we find healing, indicating a positive connection between salvation and well-being. Therefore, Redemption encompasses more than just the spiritual healing of humanity; it also brings hope for the complete restoration of the entire creation, including eradicating sickness and disease. As Christians, we are promised to heal from illnesses and the hope of restoration following sickness (Hoehner, 2020). Restoration is the fourth part of the Christian biblical narrative that elucidates Christians' future hope in the complete renewal of all things, specifically a new heaven and earth where God dwells with His people in perfect harmony without sickness and illness (NIV, n.d.). Remarkably, God has made restoration possible through salvation. His ultimate objective is to restore all of creation to a state of flourishing and peace and to guide us in living lives that reflect the character of Christ (Sanchez, 2021).
During illness, we find solace, well-being, and hope in our connection with God. This is achieved by recognizing our shortcomings and acknowledging that we are prone to diseases and sickness due to the effects of the fall and the world's brokenness. However, Redemption assures us that we have value and can be healed through Jesus Christ. As such, as believers, we can find healing, forgiveness, and restoration in our relationship with God. The Bible serves as a reminder that God has promised to restore us, and we can experience this restoration by wholeheartedly seeking Him in truth and spirit. Per se, restoration offers peace and the impetus to endure hardships, trusting in God's faithfulness and goodness (Sanchez, 2021).
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