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Topic 3 DQ 1
In bioethics, the four principles of autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, and justice are frequently applied as a decision-making framework in healthcare. Different ethical frameworks and cultural circumstances can influence how important these principles are on a relative basis. In this context, the bioethical principle of autonomy incorporates respecting the patient's right to make a well-informed healthcare decision and act according to their values and way of life (Pugh, 2020). The principle of beneficence entails proactively striving to work in the patient's best interest and fostering their well-being. Nonmaleficence, on the other hand, prioritizes the patient not being harmed and reducing the risk of imposing unnecessary pain (Varkey, 2021). Finally, the principle of justice emphasizes ensuring a community's fair and equitable distribution of healthcare resources, benefits, and risks.
In my opinion, I would rank the four principles in the following manner. Beneficence should be top-ranked because, as a healthcare provider, it is my moral obligation to help and provide care to the patient and ensure that I do good. This should be followed closely by nonmaleficence because it is morally wrong to inflict pain on a patient even if the patient has consented to the pain. Justice would follow on this rank because everyone has a right to proper healthcare and is treated fairly (Hoehner, 2020). Autonomy would be ranked last because patients have the right to make their own healthcare decisions, even if those decisions may not act in their best interest. Religious viewpoints and interpretations can alter the ranking of the principles while evaluating the Christian biblical narrative. In this context, autonomy would be ranked highest because God gave humans the ability to make choices. Non-maleficence would follow because it is the cornerstone of the other three principles and is reflected in the ten commandments. Justice comes next because the bible teaches us that God is fair and just. Lastly, beneficence because Jesus placed a strong emphasis on love and kindness.
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