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Topic 4 DQ 2
Hoehner (2020) espouses that suicide and euthanasia are twofold controversial topics that necessitate recognizing diverse perspectives about suffering and pain. In Christianity, the sin of suicide is considered a violation of life's sanctity. This perspective often stems from the idea that life is a gift from God, and taking one's own life is seen as interfering with that divine plan. Christianity places a significant emphasis on the belief that God alone possesses the authority to grant or take away life, as He is recognized as the sole creator of all life (Hoehner, 2020). Euthanasia, on the other hand, encompasses intentionally causing the death of a person to relieve their suffering and raises ethical questions. 
Some argue that euthanasia can be a compassionate and merciful act, relieving those terminally ill and experiencing unbearable pain. Others, however, view euthanasia as deliberately ending a life, even if done to alleviate suffering. In the biblical narrative, euthanasia is morally wrong, raising ethical concerns with the advent of advanced life support technologies like artificial ventilation and circulation. Both euthanasia and suicide involve deliberately hastening death, which goes against God's teachings that emphasize preserving human life and discourage the deliberate termination of a person's existence. As a Christian, my perspective on death aligns with the belief that God holds sole authority over life and death. 
Therefore, suicide and euthanasia are sinful acts, as they involve taking life, which is not within our rightful domain. Cherry (2018) argues that the Christian stance on euthanasia and suicide is rooted in the understanding that these actions violate the prohibition against murder. As a Christian, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ have transformed the meaning and significance of death, providing a new perspective on human suffering and the trials akin to the end of life. Within my Christian worldview, I recognize the inherent dignity, worth, and purpose of human beings, as they are created in the image of God (Hoehner, 2020). This foundational belief guides healthcare providers when confronted with ethical dilemmas surrounding euthanasia. As a Christian, suicide, and euthanasia are not morally just actions to consider. I believe God has a predetermined plan for each of us and that there is a purpose behind the challenges we encounter. While we may not fully understand God's intentions or the reasons for inevitable suffering, they are integral to His overall plan for our lives.
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