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Clinical and Cost-effectiveness Strategies Discussion
Telemedicine or virtual visits is one of the strategies that can be utilized to minimize the costs in a clinical setting. Telemedicine refers to a set of technology that enables healthcare providers to deliver clinical care at a distance. It facilitates the provision of care to patients who have limited access to care (Tee-Melegrito, 2022). Telecommunication and electronic technology is utilized to exchange medical-related information such that the people communicating do not have to be in the same room. Some of the existing types of telehealth include real-time video communication, remote monitoring and store and forward. According to Snoswell et al., (2020), telehealth has a potential of reducing clinical costs due to shorter interactions, reduced travel, economies of scale, increased revenue and moving some of the elements of care from clinicians to technology like monitoring device or to the patients. 
There are several strategies that can be utilized to evaluate the effectiveness of telemedicine in the clinical setting. First, to evaluate the effectiveness of telemedicine, it is important to assess the changes in patient outcomes. Chuo et al., (2020) suggests that measures such as medication adherence, hospital readmissions and emergency department visits can be used to determine the changes in patient outcomes. A comparison between these elements in telemedicine and in-person visits can help determine whether telemedicine is providing similar patient outcomes with traditional care methods. Furthermore, determining the cost-saving associated with telemedicine can be utilized to determine its effectiveness. This can be utilized by comparing the costs of in-person visits to that of telemedicine. These can be achieved by comparing the rate of reduced hospitalization or the utilization of healthcare services. Lastly, the effectiveness of telemedicine can be evaluated by assessing the patient’s satisfaction. It can be assessed through interviews, surveys and other methods that may be utilized to gather feedback from telemedicine platform users. 
Responses
Response 1 
Dear Bonnet, 
Your discussion is clear and concise and provides a clear strategy of how costs in the clinical setting can be minimized through the integration of HER systems. Furthermore, the post also highlights the relevance of evaluating the effectiveness and the cost-effectiveness of integrating HER systems in the clinical setting and taking into consideration its impact on the long-term. Utilizing changes in elements of patients outcomes like reduction in medication errors, patient satisfactions and increased quality care is one of the most effective ways of determining whether the strategy is effective. However, the post could be improved by providing real-life examples where EHR systems have been integrated in a clinical setting to identify its challenges and benefits. 
Response 2
Dear Abby, 
I find your discussion informative since it clearly outlines how costs can be minimized by utilizing the correct antibiotic at the correct time for a septic patient to reduce the length of stay at the hospital. Furthermore, the discussions demonstrates how the strategy could decrease the length of hospital stay which is the main determinant of costs since it affects the tests required, drugs and supplies. However, the post states that the data will be collected before and after the implementation of the strategy. It can be improved by providing more details on the specific type of data that should be collected and the data collection methods that will be utilized.  
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