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NU-643 Week 10 Response to Nena Butterfield
Hello Nena, thank you for presenting a succinct and informative post about Greg’s case. I concur that it would be difficult to prescribe the patient the medication he wants without seeing his past medical records. It is noteworthy to mention that prior to making a judicious diagnosis of ADHD, it is paramount to conduct a thorough patient assessment to rule out other possible causes and be cognizant of his previous treatments, family, and psychiatric history. Albeit I covered the case of Harold, our plan of conducting a comprehensive patient assessment aligns. One advantage of conducting a comprehensive patient assessment is that it allows a nurse to evaluate the patient’s healthcare needs, formulate a germane care plan to meet the identified needs, and provide bespoke treatment based on their health needs (Weibel et al., 2020). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In my case, I prescribed methylphenidate (Ritalin), beginning with a low dosage of 5-10 mg twice a day. The advantage of this medication is that it is a first-line treatment, safe and effective whereby it helps patients with ADHD manage their symptoms and improve their quality of life. In contrast, atomoxetine (Strattera) does not have the potential for dependence and abuse. One major disadvantage of both drugs is that they have potential side effects such as insomnia, diminished appetite, and gastrointestinal symptoms (Shih, Shang & Gau, 2019). Indeed, I agree with the decision-making of checking his thyroid, completing a metabolic panel along with a toxicology test, and informing the patient about the side effects of the medication.
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