Hello McNamara,
Great post. As of January 1, 2021, Massachusetts became the 23rd state to enact a law to allow full practice authority for nurse practitioners upon the passage of An Act Promoting a Resilient Health Care System That Puts Patients First by Governor Charlie Baker. The new state law expanded access to care during the COVID-pandemic removing the supervisory requirements for advanced practice registered nurses with a minimum of two years of supervised practice experience (Joyce, 2021). The law empowered NPs to practice independently to the full extent of their education and training after two years of supervised practice with a physician; among them are PMHNPs. 
Notably, federal regulations place additional barriers on NP practice under the Primary Care Health Practitioner Incentive Act, an important payment reform affecting NP. The Act allows NPs to bill for services due to the continued existence of a two-level fee structure where NPs can receive 100% reimbursement for incidents to services. However, they cannot do so independently, creating a barrier to forming independent practice and accessibility to care (Peterson, 2017). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, there is a need for personal and professional satisfaction in APRNs' practice in rural areas, which are remote with less restrictive regulations on the scope of practice. The APRNSs experience serious and enduring challenges in recruiting and retaining health professionals, including physicians, PMHNPs, FNPs and behavioral health professionals, leading to a sense of professional isolation in choosing remote sites (Ortiz et al., 2018). As such, these APRNs have conflicts or issues related to family roles and community expectations and needs. Their only option is to relocate to settings that better suit their personal, professional and family preferences. 
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