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Notably, DNP and PhD are advanced nursing degrees encompassing extended schooling and the development of an individual's expertise in their specialty. However, they differ in their roles within the nursing field. A DNP is oriented toward practical applications, concentrating on issues within nursing practice, like enhancing the skills of nursing leaders and quality improvement efforts (Canady, 2021). It equips nurses with the necessary tools to integrate research findings into clinical practice for optimal patient outcomes. The primary focus of a DNP is to prepare nurses for advanced clinical practice and leadership roles. It is noteworthy to acknowledge that DNP nurses typically assume roles like nurse practitioners, nurse midwives, anesthetists, or clinical nurse specialists. They also take on leadership roles, such as nurse administrators or executives (Radzyminski, 2023). Therefore, DNP-prepared nurse leaders are proficient at handling changes in the ever-evolving, intricate healthcare systems. On the other hand, the PhD in nursing is a research-focused doctoral degree that seeks to produce nurse scholars who contribute to the development of nursing science through original research, theory development, and academic teaching. In this light, it imparts a wide-ranging knowledge base encompassing activities like testing nursing theories and conducting intervention trials to advance the body of nursing science (Thomas, 2018). 
A DNP program takes an average of 2 to 4 years to complete, while a PhD program takes longer as students might spend 4 to 6 years to earn it. It's essential to note that the DNP primarily aims to improve patient outcomes and enhance population health, while the PhD focuses on fostering scientific inquiry that informs nursing practice (Canady, 2021). Additionally, DNP-prepared nurses emphasize the application of innovative knowledge and research in their practice to enhance healthcare services and elevate productivity. The DNP program prioritizes incorporating evidence-based approaches to deliver high-quality care services, addressing the diverse health needs of all patients. Furthermore, because the DNP program is primarily centered on clinical practice, it attracts experienced nurse practitioners seeking to advance their clinical careers and, in some cases, transition into leadership roles (Radzyminski, 2023). As such, they can provide comprehensive primary care, diagnose, treat, and work in tandem with other healthcare providers to deliver holistic patient care. Nurses can integrate their expertise in leadership, clinical management, and quality enhancement within the interdisciplinary collaboration to support population health improvement and enhance patient outcomes (Cowan, Hartjes & Munro, 2019). A role necessitating a Ph.D. is a nurse researcher who conducts research, contributes to the development of nursing sciences, and develops nursing theories. In an academic setting, nurse researchers collaborate with faculty from various disciplines, such as medicine, public health, and social sciences, to engage in interdisciplinary research projects. Their work may address healthcare policy, patient outcomes, or healthcare system improvement, contributing to evidence-based practice (Thomas, 2018). Ultimately, the overarching objective of a Ph.D. doctoral degree is to develop the nursing profession's theoretical underpinnings further.
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