2

Topic 3 DQ 1
According to Thomas (2018), the healthcare sector is undergoing constant and dynamic changes, making it essential for nurses to learn and advance nursing education continuously. Per se, advancing nursing education and lifelong learning are fundamental in augmenting patient outcomes by enhancing nurses' competencies, knowledge, and expertise. It is important to note that advanced nursing education, like MSN or DNP, equips nurses with specialized knowledge and clinical skills. As such, this enables them to provide more specialized and evidence-based care, ultimately leading to better patient outcomes. Nurses with advanced degrees are better prepared to manage intricate patient cases and make informed clinical decisions (Han, Kim & Seo, 2019). As such, this helps nurses develop critical thinking skills, enabling them to evaluate and respond effectively to patients. Lifelong learning is crucial as it allows nurses to remain up-to-date with the latest research and innovative practices that lead to excellent patient care and optimal outcomes. Additionally, advanced nursing education is a significant catalyst for nurses to embrace lifelong learning for professional development and personal growth, providing meaningful opportunities for self-reflection (Lera et al., 2020). As such, nurses actively seeking professional development opportunities are more likely to participate in quality improvement initiatives and stay updated on best practices, ultimately leading to better patient care and outcomes.
 Consequently, nurses must acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to comprehend and apply the rapid advancements in nursing (Thomas, 2018). This includes their ability to incorporate evidence-based research, operate complex medical equipment, and effectively collaborate with other healthcare professionals during care delivery. Audet et al. (2018) espoused that advanced nursing education and positive patient outcomes have a strong connection, such as increased patient satisfaction and reduced prescription rates. According to the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) (2019), education plays a substantial role in shaping the knowledge and skills of nurses. In this context, the AACN stressed that increasing the percentage of nurses with a BSN degree working in hospital units by 10% was associated with an approximately 11% decrease in the risk of patient mortality. Moreover, expanding the presence of BSN-prepared nurses to 80% lowered readmission rates and shortened hospital stays, reducing healthcare expenses. Furthermore, in cases involving patients with complications, a 10-point increase in the proportion of RNs holding BSN degrees was linked to a decrease of 7.47 mortality cases per 1,000 patients (AACN, 2019). 
Additionally, facilities with higher ratios of BSN-prepared nurses tended to experience lower mortality rates in conditions such as congestive heart failure, fewer decubitus ulcers, and reduced incidents of postoperative deep vein thrombosis (Harrison et al., 2019). I support this research that establishes a correlation between advanced nursing education, ongoing learning, and improved patient outcomes. In my own experience, I have collaborated with nurses pursuing advanced nursing education. I have witnessed them delivering exceptional and safe patient care due to their enhanced skills, including problem-solving and critical thinking. The application of the Christian Worldview can also contribute to better patient outcomes by providing a framework for holistic and patient-centered care. The worldview motivates nurses to provide comprehensive, compassionate, high-quality care that addresses the holistic health needs of patients. The Christian worldview emphasizes values such as empathy, selflessness, love, and compassion, aligning with patient-centered care tenets. Suffice it to say, when nurses incorporate these values into nursing practice, they create a supportive and holistic healing milieu, leading to positive patient outcomes.
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