Response to Jesenia Navedo
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your insightful and well-articulated case. I agree that a multiplicity of factors, including age, sexual health, culture, and gender could significantly influence the assessment. For the 18-year-old female with an STI, establishing trust during the assessment is critical. Indeed, Córdova et al. (2018) noted that clinicians should use an open and understanding communication approach to prevent patients from feeling judged or uncomfortable. Establishing a trust-based therapeutic relationship could reveal risk factors of transmission considering that adolescents and young adults may engage in high-risk sexual behaviors. For example, it could help in notifying the sex partner to interrupt transmission and prevent reinfections (Barrow et al., 2020). A culturally sensitive approach is also essential to the assessment. African American women face disproportionate levels of gender-related stigma and blame when diagnosed with STIs (Oser et al., 2017). Therefore, cultural awareness and sensitivity could create a safe environment when discussing the diagnosis because the patient would not feel judged. 
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Response to Antonette Manigsaca
Thank you for your informative presentation of patient G.Y. From the presentation, it is evident that the patient’s immigrant status, low English proficiency, and culture. I agree that language barriers often lead to miscommunication and misunderstanding of patients’ symptoms and histories. Consequently, this potentiates misdiagnosis, delayed treatment, and low patient satisfaction (Al Shamsi et al., 2020; de Moissac & Bowen, 2019). Besides, cultural beliefs and traditions may affect disclosure of symptoms considering the culturally constructed understanding of pain (Domingo et al., 2018). I agree that the success of the assessment would significantly benefit from adopting a culturally sensitive approach. Besides, using interpreter services could address the language barriers and improve exchange of information and patient satisfaction (Health et al., 2023). I believe that all nurses have the responsibility for collecting adequate and accurate patient information and tailoring the assessment to their needs is essential.
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