Hello Jody Rossi,
Thank you for the great post. Understanding Erickson’s stage as a clinician serves as a fundamental basis of treatment for various illness stages. For instance, the first stage of trust vs. mistrust parallels the recovery of mental illnesses related to acceptance of mental disorders and trusting the recovery idea (Orenstein & Lewis, 2022). At this stage, infants receive a secure environment provided by their mothers as their caregivers with regular access to affection and food, and trust plays a didactic or close relationship competence. Notably, the sequential layout of Erikson’s Stages of Psychosocial Development suggests that outcomes of a stage are fixed when the next stage is engaged and resolution is unnecessary in the next life-long process, although preceding stages are questioned and must reincorporated, namely an epigenetic principle (Orenstein & Lewis, 2022). Childhood is a critical period to establish a sense of trust in others, although it is a sensitive period that impacts adversity on the development of trust remains unclear.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]At this stage, the integral role played by trust in children’s psychosocial adjustment cannot be ignored. However, maldevelopment at this stage lowers trust and is associated with criminal and delinquent behaviors, social disengagement, loneliness, peer rejection, depression, and irresponsibility later in life (Pitula et al., 2017). It is difficult to separate the influence of early abuse depending on the impact of continued adverse relationship between parent and an infant but later in life remain in maltreating homes. As a clinician providing holistic and preventative care, it is crucial to examine maltreatment in the form of psychosocial neglect, devoid of cognitive or social stimulation and minimal care (Pitula et al., 2017). Some children develop social and emotional functioning challenges that persist later in life, such as adolescence and teenage life, and tend to act indiscriminately in friendliness and disinhibit social engagement. Traumatic and rejecting experiences from caregivers may lead to the construction of low trust and beliefs in others and failure to develop trust. Notably, examining early development issues, socioeconomic status, childhood adverse events, and stress in developing trustworthiness or model trust, emotional engagement and predicting feelings of security is imperative. 
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