
Week 6: Student Lesson Plan
Week 6Student Lesson Plan
Overview
· Program Competencies
· Course Outcomes
· Weekly Objectives
· Main Concepts
5. Analyzes health care policies to advocate for equitable health care and social justice to all populations and those at risk due to social determinants of health. (POs 2, 9)
7. Translates a synthesis of research and population data to support preventative care and improve the nation’s health. (PO 1)
8. Leads others in professional identity, advanced clinical judgment, systems thinking, resilience, and accountability in selecting, implementing, and evaluating clinical care. (PO 1)
Schedule
	Section
	Read/Review/Complete
	Course Outcomes
	Due

	Prepare
	Assigned Readings
	COs 1, 2, 3, 6
	Wednesday

	Explore
	Lesson
	COs 1, 2, 3, 6
	Wednesday

	Translate to Practice
	Discussion: Initial Post
	COs 1, 2, 3, 6
	Wednesday

	Translate to Practice
	Discussion: Follow-Up Posts
	COs 1, 2, 3, 6
	Sunday

	Reflect
	Reflection
	COs 1, 2, 3, 6
	No submission


Foundations for Learning
Start your learning for the week by reviewing the following resources: 
Zaccagnini, M., & Pechacek, J. M. (2021). The Doctor of Nursing Practice essentials: A new model for advanced practice (4th ed.). Jones & Bartlett Learning.
· Read Chapter 5
Browse bills related to nursing currently under consideration:
Congress.gov. (n.d.). Current legislative activities.Links to an external site.  https://www.congress.gov/
Gov info. (n.d.). Nursing.Links to an external site. https://www.govinfo.gov
Govtrack. (n.d.). Nursing.Links to an external site. https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/subjects/nursing/6180
National Council of State Legislatures. (2021). NCSL 50-state searchable bill tracking databases.Links to an external site. https://www.ncsl.org/research/telecommunications-and-information-technology/ncsl-50-state-searchable-bill-tracking-databases.aspx
Student Learning Resources
Click on the following tabs to view the resources for this week.
· Required Textbooks
· Required Articles
· Additional Resources
Patton, B., Zalon, M., & Ludwick, R. (2019). Nurses making policy: From bedside to boardroom (2nd ed.). Springer.
· Read Chapters 4, 5
· Read Chapter 6
· Section: Stakeholders
· Section: Network and Coalition Building 
Learning Success Strategies
· Review the assigned readings to ensure you understand the key terms and can relate them to population health and health policy. 
· As you review weekly content, consider how each concept and discussion can be translated into practice at your unique setting.  
· Be ready to share your thoughts through the interactive discussion. Review the discussion guidelines and rubric to optimize your performance.  
· You have access to a variety of resources to support your success. Click on the DNP Resources tab on the home page to access program and project resources.  
· Your course faculty is here to support your learning journey. Reach out for guidance with study strategies, time management, and course-related questions. Review rubric feedback and individual comments to optimize performance.   
· Review the assignment due in Week 7 and begin to develop your advocacy plan.   
 Interacting with Feedback
Each week your course faculty will provide feedback in the rubric and on any assignment you have submitted. Take a moment to review the following video on how to view rubric feedback in Canvas:
· Link (video): Looking at FeedbackLinks to an external site. (2:26)
Review the following video on how to accept/reject track changes when viewing course faculty feedback on your assignment:
· Link (video): Word: Track Changes and Comments (4:19)
Week 6
Lesson 1
Health Policy Formation
Introduction
In the first weeks of the course, you examined a population practice problem and how the social determinants of health affect the selected population. The next step for the DNP-prepared nurse is to become an advocate for change to improve the health outcomes for that population. One of the most important attributes for a nursing advocate is understanding how to analyze a health policy properly and identifying the stakeholders who are involved. This requires comprehending the policy, understanding the attributes of the policy, and determining how to change the policy in the best interest of healthcare. Only then can stakeholders be identified, including those who hold the potential to influence the policy or who are influenced by the policy.
Formulating Healthcare Policies
Understanding how to identify health problems is foundational to shaping healthcare policy. Formulating healthcare policies is a skill that can be learned. As we look to translate evidence into policy, it is important to compare our healthcare to other nations.
· Why does the U.S. have higher healthcare costs than the other top three industrialized nations combined? Yet, the United States ranks significantly lower in healthcare outcomes than most other industrialized countries.
· How do we change the course that we are on?
· What is the right option for healthcare reform?
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As a DNP-prepared nurse, you will have the knowledge, skills, and responsibility to influence policy changes and fix tomorrow's healthcare agenda. You can and will be the answer needed to improve healthcare outcomes.
As a foundational part of your learning, remember that, at the national level, only elected members of the House or Senate can author a bill. The DNP-prepared nurse can play an important role in assisting policy makers with the development of a new bill by providing supportive evidence, relevant information, and the perspective of nursing.
View the following diagram to examine how the DNP-prepared nurse can impact health policy during the promulgation of a law at the national level.
How a Bill Becomes a Law Interactive Transcript
Models of Policy Formation
There are two models often used to describe the formation of health policy, and both models are important and useful depending on the type of policy being formulated.
	Kingdon's model (2010)
	Longest's Policy Cycle Model (2011)

	This model describes three streams of influence in the formation of policy: problems, policies, and politics. 
	This model is often used in health policy formation by seizing on a window of opportunity to set an agenda to address problems and seek possible solutions through the development of legislation. The model asserts that as a policy is implemented, modifications may need to be made considering the complexity of the environment and stakeholders.


 
Policy formulation is a continuous process. Review the following graphic for information on the three phases.
[image: Policy Formulation Process Image. Description below.]
Policy Formulation Process Image Description
View the following diagram to examine how the DNP-prepared nurse can impact health policy during the promulgation of a law at the national level.
How a Bill Becomes a Law Interactive Transcript
Models of Policy Formation
There are two models often used to describe the formation of health policy, and both models are important and useful depending on the type of policy being formulated.

Week 6Lesson 2
Healthcare Policy Analysis
Rodgers and Bardach and Pataschnik
According to Rodgers (1989), the definitions of health policy that appear in healthcare literature are not relevant for nursing practice, education, research, or theory. In fact, the definitions found in the literature are more applicable to public and social policy and are inconsistently used among healthcare authors. Certainly, an emerging definition of health policy is necessary to best influence the legislative process.
Bardach and Pataschnik's model of policy analysis (2016) provides a well-constructed framework for which an aspiring political advocate could develop a platform for policy support or rejection. The role of the DNP-prepared nurse is centered on the use of translational science to provide valid, applicable, and evidence-based data to support policy initiatives to improve health outcomes for populations (Patton et al., 2019). Failure to utilize this skill leaves the policy initiative vulnerable to those who seek to provide faulty or inaccurate information. This model has been used often by nurses to analyze health policy, including legislation about breastfeeding policies (Skiff et al., 2020).
View the following video to explore how the work of Rodgers and Bardach and Pataschnik underpins policy platform development and analysis.
Policy Development & Analysis (2:21)
 
This is a graded discussion: 50 points possible
due Oct 16 at 1:59am
Week 6: Discussion | Policy Analysis to Impact Population Health
11 unread reply.11 reply.
Week 6Policy Analysis to Impact Population Health
Discussion
Purpose
The purpose of this discussion is to analyze a health policy related to the selected population and practice problem.
This week, you discovered that the focus of healthcare policy has a growing emphasis on population health outcomes. As a DNP-prepared nurse, you must be able to critically appraise healthcare policies to influence policy decisions at every level.
Instructions
Review the lesson and readings about Bardach’s eightfold steps to policy analysis, especially in the Chapter 4 Policy Analysis section of the Patton text. Then, select a healthcare policy that impacts, or has the potential to impact, the practice problem and population selected in previous weeks of this course.
The following links will assist in your search for policies and/or bills.
· Current Legislative ActivitiesLinks to an external site. (Congress.gov)
· NursingLinks to an external site. (Gov info)
· NursingLinks to an external site. (Govtrack)
You can select a broad, national health policy (i.e., Accountable Care Act) or one that is specified for a specific health issue (i.e., Minority Diabetes Initiative Act). 
Critically appraise the healthcare policy using Bardach’s eightfold steps to policy analysis:
1. Define the problem
2. Assemble evidence
3. Develop alternatives
4. Select criteria to evaluate the alternatives
5. Project outcomes
6. Analyze trade-offs
7. Make decisions
8. Communicate results
Please click on the following link to review the DNP Discussion Guidelines on the Student Resource Center program page:
· Link (webpage): DNP Discussion GuidelinesLinks to an external site.
Program Competencies
This discussion enables the student to meet the following program competencies:
5. Analyzes health care policies to advocate for equitable health care and social justice to all populations and those at risk due to social determinants of health. (POs 2, 9)
7. Translates a synthesis of research and population data to support preventative care and improve the nation’s health. (PO 1)
8. Leads others in professional identity, advanced clinical judgment, systems thinking, resilience, and accountability in selecting, implementing, and evaluating clinical care. (PO 1)
Course Outcomes
This discussion enables the student to meet the following course outcomes:
1. Critically analyze the history, formation, and implementation of local, state and national health policies from the perspectives of stakeholders and the profession of nursing. (PC 5; PO 2)
2. Synthesize ethical and legal principles to advocate for value-based, equitable, and ethical health policies at the micro, meso, and macrosystem levels. (PC 5; PO 9)
3. Assimilate epidemiology principles and interventions to impact the social determinants of health, Global Burden of Disease, and population health outcomes. (PCs 7, 8; PO 1)
6. Demonstrate collaborative interprofessional leadership and political competency to develop and implement healthcare policy to improve healthcare delivery and population health outcomes. (PC 5; PO 2)
Due Dates
· Initial Post: By 11:59 p.m. MT on Wednesday
· Follow-Up Posts: By 11:59 p.m. MT on Sunday
Search entries or author Filter replies by unreadUnread     Collapse replies Expand replies
 Subscribe
 ReplyReply to Week 6: Discussion | Policy Analysis to Impact Population Health
· 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Manage Discussion Entry
Class, you may begin posting in this discussion for credit on Sunday.
Hello Class,
This week your journey continues with an introduction to healthcare policy. The DNP-prepared nurse has a responsibility to understand the importance of health policy and the necessity of how to advocate for and formulate good health policy. This week, you will deepen your exploration of health policy as it relates to you, your practice, your community, and ultimately, our nation. You will reflect on the status of healthcare delivery in our country today as well as the political climate we face as healthcare professionals. This reflection will also be turned inward as you explore your own political competency and ways in which this competency can be expanded and enhanced as you consider your role in healthcare policy advocacy at your workplace and in the community at large. These reflections will provide you with direction, understanding, and knowledge to develop your own platform and position on important healthcare policy issues affecting the places where you live. Developing yourself as a healthcare policy advocate is critical to transforming outcomes. There is so much important work to be done, so let’s get started!1. Critically analyze the history, formation, and implementation of local, state, and national health policies from the perspectives of stakeholders and the profession of nursing. (PO 2)
Please be certain to include a specific action you could take to improve your political competency.
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