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Thank you, Stephanie, for sharing your insightful discussion about leadership as a crucial NONPF core competency (NONPF, 2017). Preparation of leaders through clinical nursing programs and practice exposure is critical to ensuring a pool of competent leaders who can maintain patient-centeredness (Heinen et al., 2019). As Ocho et al. (2021) noted, one challenge NPs face in transitioning to leadership positions includes lack of systematic approaches to developing capacity for leadership. It is commendable that the curriculum, especially in the areas of Advanced Pharmacology and Advanced Health Assessment, have provided substantial preparation for your leadership role. I have had similar experiences in with curriculum, with the area of Advanced Assessment revealing the differences that nurses encounter in medical and psychiatric settings. I also resonate with your opinions about the preparation of NPs on independent practice. In my experience, the curriculum has shaped aspects such as interprofessional collaboration and independent clinical decision-making. A crucial aspect I have learned from your post entails the emphasis on cultural and age differences in patient assessment. I also acknowledge that NPs should have the competence to conduct culturally responsive assessments.
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Response to Allison
Hello Allison. I enjoyed reading your post on the curriculum areas worked under the Scientific Foundations competency. Nurses should demonstrate competency in integrating and applying theory, data, and practical knowledge in their practice, regardless of their specialty (NONPF, 2017). Indeed, Rafii et al. (2020) emphasizes the importance of using facts, models, theories, and practical knowledge. While I am specializing on psychiatric-mental health nursing, I have also had opportunities to use scientific knowledge to inform my clinical decisions. Besides, I acknowledge that exposure to the curriculum content on research practices has been a crucial preparation. In this regard, identifying credible information can significantly influence evidence-based practice. In addition, I appreciate the importance of Practice Inquiry. As supported by Froh et al. (2021), the competency elevates the role of nursing research to inform evidence-based practice, while also enhancing continued professional development. Consistent with your opinions, I believe the curriculum has been essential in explicating the use of electronic databases and applying clinical investigation strategies. Overall, I believe the preparation provided through the curriculum would be critical in the future of nursing practice in the country.
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