Policy Analysis to Impact Population Health
Critical appraisal of a policy using the Bardach’s Eightfold Path to Policy Analysis entails evaluating a specific policy to understand its feasibility, impact and effectiveness. The selected national health policy is the Health Equity and Accountability Act designed to promote health equity and disparities thereby improving healthcare access (Congress.gov, n.d). Once passed, the act will impact nursing practice by promoting diverse and culturally competent care by ensuring that nurses are fully equipped to meet patients’ diverse needs. Consequently, appraisal of the Health Equity and Accountability Act is crucial to provide a rationale behind the policy and its impact in nursing practice. 
Define the Problem
The problem relates to patients that experience limited access to healthcare services in terms of getting less culturally sensitive care. This means that the prevalence of health disparities in particular patient populations such as the minority groups will continue being experience due to reasons such as socio-economic equalities, language barriers and systemic equality (Chauhan et al., 2020). Additionally, health disparities impact a significant number of Americans which results into low life expectancies and high rates of chronic illnesses among marginalized communities (Lavizzo-Mourey et al., 2021). Therefore, the policy seeks to address the problem of health disparities due to limited access to the required health care services among minority populations in the United States. 
Assemble Evidence
Studies indicate that minority groups such as Hispanics, African Americans, Asians and Native Americans experience adverse health outcomes compared to other populations in the United States (Caraballo et al., 2022). Other scholars have also found evidence that African Americans experience increased rates of diabetes, stroke and hypertension due to influences associated with their socio-economic statuses (Chauhan et al., 2020). This is because of factors such as the lack of culturally competent care and health insurance (Chauhan et al., 2020). Thus, existing inequalities in access to health care services indicate the need for implementing the policy. 
Develop Alternatives
Alternatives to the policy include the implementation of particular components of the Health Equity and Accountability Act such as increasing funding to establish more community health centers and improving language access. Such an alternative is considered if the Health Equity and Accountability Act will not be fully implemented to include all provisions of the policy. The other alternative involves continuing with existing policies while making changes without fully including all components of the policy. 
Select Criteria to Evaluate the Alternative
The criteria used to evaluate the alternatives will focus on how effective the alternative will be in addition to establishing whether the alternative will facilitate health equity. On the other hand, political feasibility, administrative feasibility and cost-effectiveness will also be considered as part of the criteria to evaluating the alternative thereby ensuring it aligns with evidence-based practices as Alzaatreh et al. (2021) mentions. For this reason, the policy will be evaluated on how well it will work on reducing health disparities by providing quality care to marginalized populations. Policy interventions should also be checked to ascertain their cost-effectiveness regarding health outcomes. Similarly, it is crucial that the health care system be evaluated to ascertain the whether the policy can effectively be implemented in the current health care infrastructure. This will allow for an understanding of what should be done in preparation to introducing the policy by determining its cost-effectiveness, administrative and political feasibility and equity. The criteria is therefore based on effectiveness and feasibility to evaluate the alternative. 
Project Outcomes
Projected outcomes involve a visible reduction of health disparities and better health outcomes for minority groups or marginalize communities. Contrary, resistance from stakeholders could be experienced, an issue that requires a strategic approach to prevent such an outcome (Campos & Reich, 2019). Another outcome is that the targeted reforms could be achieved, which reflect on realized improvements in access to community centers and language translation services to allow for more individuals to experience tailored health care services. However, not all systemic issues may be addressed even though positive change will be noted regarding access to health care services. Ultimately, incremental improvements may be experienced over time despite a possible presence of cases of health disparities in some regions. 
Analyze Trade-offs
The first issue to be addressed in trade-offs involves weighing between full implementation and targeted reforms. While full implementation of the policy could result in comprehensive improvements, particular financial and political barriers could be considered as limiting factors (Campos & Reich, 2019). However, targeted reforms could ensure that the policy is less costly and more politically feasible even though it is not projected to address systemic issues. According to Hajizadeh et al. (2021), the ultimate goal of analyzing and participating in health policies lies in promoting public welfare. On the other hand, trade-offs might also occur between achieving health equity while ensuring cost effectiveness. This is because full implementation could be costly despite its potential to offer equitable health care services. Consequently, the Health Equity and Accountability Act has the potential for improvements in health care but it requires critical consideration and evaluation of the trade-offs. 
Make Decisions
This part of the appraisal involves recommending the best action to be taken in order to address health disparities. The best form of recommendation could be the implementation of the Health Equity and Accountability Act starting with cost-effective and politically feasible reforms while at the same time, laying groundwork for more comprehensible reforms. Such an approach facilitates immediate improvements to achieve both short-term and long-term goals of reducing health disparities and improving access to culturally competent care. 
Communicate
The proposed bill is focused on improving access to health care services for marginalized or minority groups in the United States. For this reason, text of bills scheduled for consideration during the week of July 22 includes community-based outpatient clinics to serve marginalized individuals in this case veterans, should be communicated to stakeholders to emphasize the need for action. Similarly, the results of the policy analysis should also be communicated to draw attention to the need for reducing health disparities, in a bid to advocate for the bill. Researchers mention that nurses engage in advocacy to advance and strengthen their profession, patient care and outcomes, public policy an health systems (Chiu et al., 2021). Ultimately, a targeted approach is practical to ensure immediate impact of the policy towards facilitating systemic change. 
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