Response to Erika
Thank you for your insightful discussion about the implementation of full practice authority to enhance access to mental health services for the youth. The inadequacy of providers and long waiting times are a significant barrier to optimal mental healthcare among the youth, which results in unmet needs (Kourgiantakis et al., 2023). However, several states have regulations that limit full practice authority (FPA), which reproduces access barriers further (Kleinpell et al., 2023). Advocacy for FPA has led to the involvement of different professional nursing organizations, including the American Association of Nurse Practitioners. The organizations offer a platform for the involvement of PMHNPs in advocating improvements in access to mental health services for the young generation and meeting their unmet needs. 
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