NU 740 Hours Verification
The NU 740 is a course designed to equip students with knowledge and skills on implementation of evidence-based practice (EBP) project by introducing capstone process and progression. The course integrated discussions on scope of the project, quality and development of EBP project proposal by working with faculty to plan, design and evaluation of EBP, program management process, gather and critically appraise evidence, goals, expected outcomes and establish time management plan. 
Week 1 Activities
In Week 1 discussion, we had to compare the roles of three degrees in Doctoral level education in nursing including DNP, PhD, or an EdD. As such, we reflected on how the current and future roles as APRN, educator or leader may assist in achieving goals of the DNP prepared scholar. We also posted two peer responses on two different days. In a 2-page paper assignment, we described three types of DNP projects, their major differences and explanation on how they differ from research. The three types of DNP projects include quality improvement initiatives and program or translation of evidence into practices. We discussed quality improvement project and explained how it may potentially be applied to DNP topic of interest. Besides, we selected a mentor and communicated to the faculty.
Week 2 Activities
Week 2 initial discussion post Described and defined EBP and how it is applied into clinical practice, and some of the clinical practice gaps in your workplace. The posted discussed how realized these gaps existed and what can help mitigate these gaps. One of the Week’s activities involved review of the current EBP articles related to advancing early detection and treatment of depression using Patient Health Questionnaire-9 (PHQ-9). We evaluated if there are any EBP guidelines on this topic and discuss some of the authors take from the articles related to the topic. Communication with faculty involved EBP gaps and how they can be addressed. 
Week 3 Activities
Week 3 initial post involved writing an annotated bibliography (summary and assessment) of two EBP articles related to scholarly practice project (SPP) topic on advancement of early detection and treatment of depression using PHQ-9. The assignment defined quality improvement (QI) projects and their application in clinical settings, explained the use of QI in DNP level scholarship and how your current workplace has or could be using QIs for process improvement. Besides, we had to discussed what types of QI projects are being done and how they are/have been implemented, recommended what types of QI to be implemented in the health organization. Beside. Communication with faculty involved attending meeting with Project Mentor and Faculty Chair on the SPP on advancing early detection and treatment of depression using PHQ-9.
Week 4 Activities
The initial discussion post involved listing three instruments used and describe how the scale was relevant in measuring some of the variables and how the instruments can be used in the SPP such as PHQ-9, Likert Scale, and paired t-test. These instruments were applicable to the project and described a plan to evaluate practice change such as hospital policy change, and examine its impact in sustainability. The assignment involved escribing three ways clinical practice guidelines inform clinical practice in your current or future educative, leadership, or healthcare workplace setting. We discussed how clinical practice guideline on depression can then be translated to this practice area to improve management of depression, and how it may used to guide SPP. 
Week 5 Activities
The Initial post discussed observation made in QI projects and how the primary investigator (PI) can collect more information from the adults with depression and use of PHQ-9 advancement in early detection and treatment of depression.  The post discussed identifying the barriers to using PHQ-9 tool, depending on the clinical setting, and understanding the experiences and perceptions of individuals who engage with patients with depression. The assignment involved reflection on PICO(T) questions by practicing as a discussion point with faculty and peers. The communication with faculty activity involved reflecting on PICOT questions through Zoom meeting on what was done, why select the scholarly project. 
Week 6 Activities
Week 6 activities involved beginning writing Introduction and Background by explaining the key components to writing an effective introduction related to the SPP topic. The introductory paragraph provided an overview of the phenomenon of interest and how it is an important problem the issue of early detection and treatment of depression using PHQ-9. The paper provided important highlights that transition into the background, significance, and problem statement sections in the SPP. Other activities included providing bias-free language tips from the APA 7th manual that is most surprising, lesson learned in reviewing chapter as referenced in the SPP template and learning material based on structure of writing effective introduction using bias-free language. 
Week 7 Activities
After reading and reviewing Week 7 learning materials, the initial post involved developing a PICO question (In mental health settings, does implementing depression screening using the Patient Health Questionnaire-9 (PHQ-9), compared to standard care, enhance early detection of depression in two months?). The SPP design, methodology, plan and implementation will utilize a quantitative design. As such, there was need to develop the aim statement and list three measurable S.M.A.R.T. project objectives that will help you answer the question, and describe how you a change in practice will be realized. The assignment involved submitting Chapter one draft and creating at table evidence to support PICO question components. 
Week 8 Instructions
Week 8 initial post involved refining the clinical practice question and purpose statement to the project mentor and faculty chair meetings and post the clinical practice question and purpose statement for faculty and peer feedback. The assignment delved on Finding and Appraising the Evidence by describing the components of our search to find the answer to your clinical question in a Microsoft Word document including;
· How did your clinical question drive your search for evidence?
· What were your challenges?
· Did you employ the ancestry method?
· What databases did you find the easiest to use?
· How are you justifying the need for your SPP?
Week 9 Activities
Week 9 activities involved writing and submitting Chapter 1 draft on significance and problem statement including purpose and scope of the project. The significance and problem statement involved explaining the problem and stating why it matters, explain impact of the depression on financial cost at personal and health system levels backing claims with evidence and propose a solution. 
Week 10 Instructions
The initial post focused on Theoretical and Conceptual Frameworks in DNP projects such as Knowledge-to-Action (KTA) model as a conceptual framework will help frame the project and outcomes and provide a rationale for selecting KTA model. The post discussed three concepts
related to KTA model and their impact in guiding the SPP, how it will help frame the project and outcomes. The assignment involved identifying KTA framework’s philosophical assumptions and the need to understand the importance of to understand assumptions in a theoretical or conceptual framework, list KTA philosophical assumptions related to the SPP topic and describe their relation to the topic.
Week 11 Activities 
The initial discussion focused on EBP Models and Conclusion by explaining the logic underpinning of KTA model, define and describe its steps and describe how the practice question, relevant evidence, and how all fit together and provided a pictorial diagram. A conclusion of chapter 1 summarizing what was completed. The week focused on Creating and Uploading Draft of Chapter 1 SPP PowerPoint Presentation for Faculty Review downloaded from week 2. One of the activities involved introduction to Attending a DNP Project Defense Presentation and update it with all the sections in Chapter 1 of your SPP. The draft was to be more formally graded in Week 15’s SPP PowerPoint submission for review and revised accordingly for a successful submission.   Communication with Faculty involved providing content from the previous weeks and continuously applying the feedback from this week\'s assignment into the subsequent draft uploads. 
Week 12 Activities
The initial post focused on Leadership in DNP Projects using a reflective approach to discuss perceived leadership strengths and weaknesses and identify dominant leadership style(s).
The post further described how these leadership qualities that support DNP project for successful implementation based on my transformational leadership style. The assignment on Mentoring in the DNP project as a content expert by reflecting upon some of the attributes of a mentor listed in your learning materials and describe how you would rate yourself as a mentor in relation to these attributes. Mores, the paper discussed how one might achieve increased competency of a competent mentor attributes during the SPP to develop fully in your leadership, education, and/or advanced practice role.
Week 13 Activities
The week’s activities involved writing and uploading final draft of Chapter 1 applying feedback provided to make all revisions from your course instructor to complete for grading including introduction, significance, background, problem statement, theoretical framework, EBP model, PICOT question and conclusion. 
Week 14 Activities
The week focuses on Translational, Implementation, Evaluation Science, and Social Determinants of Health. The initial post discussed three facts that you learned about implementation, translational, and evaluation science and describe each fact briefly and how each of these facts contribute to the success of your DNP Project. The discussion elaborated how do these concepts relate to the social determinants of health (SDoH), and how SDoH may be addressed in the SPP. The assignment described a plan on how to translational, implementation, and evaluation science in your SPP as a leader, educator, or clinical nurse, how you plan to address. It was crucial to summarize the importance of translational, implementation, and evaluation science in the DNP project process and how each aforementioned science may be applied in advancing early detection and treatment of depression using PHQ-9. 
Week 15 Instructions
The discussion involved uploading a five minutes Zoom video presentation related to SPP to the discussion board for peer and faculty feedback using SPP PowerPoint template related to Chapter 1. The presentation was designed to be the start of your proposal SPP defense presentation, due in NU 741, and will continue to be refined in NU 726 and NU 727. The components of the SPP to be put together the semester in NU 740 included;
· Introduction
· Clinical practice question
· Background/Significance
· Problem statement
· PICO(T) question 
· Project aim and project objectives
· Purpose statement
· Theoretical or conceptual framework
· Evidenced-based practice (EBP) model
Week 16 Activities
End of course evaluation
