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1. Analyze the information and communication technologies you use in your practice setting to improve quality of care, efficiency of communication and interprofessional collaboration to provide a safe patient environment.
There are various information communication technologies used in my practice setting to improve communication, interprofessional collaboration and quality of care. One of such technologies is the Electronic Health Records (EHRs) that facilitate sharing of patient data across different healthcare professionals. Utilizing EHRs has significantly improved care by reducing instances of medical errors, providing updated patient information and allowing for informed decision-making based on the data provided (Luan et al., 2023). Healthcare professionals in my practice setting can therefore access patient information that includes medical histories, lab test results and medication taken to facilitate appropriate and timely care.
Given the need for efficiency in communication, secure messaging systems are used to facilitate real time communication between healthcare providers. Additionally, the systems have been used as a channel for collaboration among healthcare professionals from various nursing disciplines, an action that has enabled coordination of care and prompt decision-making. This means that nurses can consult other healthcare professionals such as physicians regarding a change in patients’ symptoms to ensure that appropriate interventions are applied. Research indicates that secure messaging systems might improve connectivity by reducing communication barriers to improve quality of care (Baratta et al., 2023). Thus, efficiency of communication and interprofessional collaboration has been achieved by having secure messaging systems where healthcare professionals from various disciplines can communicate regarding patients’ condition to provide a safe patient environment. 
Telehealth platforms are also used in my practice setting to provide healthcare services to patients. The use of such platforms has indicated the essence of such information and communication technologies since patients can be remotely monitored through virtual consultations (Bulto, 2024). Virtual consultations were also formulated to cater to patients with chronic illnesses. Telehealth has therefore improved access to care for patients by reducing the need for in-person visits while minimizing exposure to infectious diseases. 
2. Assess your competency in informatics and readiness to practice as a DNP-Prepared nurse. 
Competency in informatics is crucial for DNP-Prepared nurses for integration of technology into clinical practice to improve service delivery. I believe that I am competent in informatics specifically in using telehealth platforms and EHRs to support clinical decision-making in addition to effective navigation of systems. According to Whitt et al. (2024), limited exposure to electronic health records and other forms of technology can prevent students from becoming fully prepared to practice thereby negatively impacting patient safety and quality of care. My experience and education has made it possible for me to analyze clinical data and enhance continuous improvement in healthcare processes. I am comfortable in utilizing technology to promote quality patient care. I also understand the essence of secure digital communications, maintaining patient privacy and the need for quality and appropriate care. For this reason, it is crucial as a DNP-Prepared nurse to be fully equipped in informatics so one can be ready to practice not only as a nurse but a competent professional.
As previously mentioned, my readiness as a DNP-Prepared nurse is fueled by the competency in informatics. This is because I am prepared to conduct initiatives that integrate clinical practice and technology by collaborating with IT professionals to educate team members on the essence of technology when caring for patients. A DNP-Prepared nurse would also be better suited to cater to patients particularly those with complex needs (Martsolf et al., 2023). Additionally, patients’ decision should be supported by timely clinical information where nurses should be conversant with knowledge from current informatics to deliver quality care (Forman et al., 2020). Further, I am ready to participate in policy development and formulating implementation strategies to promote technology use to improve patient safety. Ultimately, my readiness as a DNP-Prepared nurse will allow for efficiency in patient care by utilizing current technology to improve patient care. 
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