Hi Anton,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your insightful articulation of the differences between different doctoral pathways for advanced nursing education. Worth noting is the complementary nature of the degrees, with a common goal of enhancing population health, despite their divergent focus and emphasis (Ketefian & Redman, 2019). Notably, the PhD produces original knowledge because of its research focus, while the DNP focuses on translating or implementing the knowledge in practice. The EdD degree helped in advancing pedagogical knowledge for nurse educators, but many institutions in the country have ceased offering it (Ritcher et al., 2021). While doctoral-level education continues growing, a major concern with the slow growth of PhD-prepared nurses remains, considering their role in studying healthcare and health-related issues (Wakefield et al., 2021). For us DNP students, the focus remains on practice within clinical settings. While some may choose to work as nurse educators, the competencies for the DNP degree focus on aspects of direct care. Indeed, the pathway allows one to make a positive impact on direct patient care, while mentoring other nurses to ensure successful translation of evidence in practice.
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Hi Lauryn,
I appreciate the informative coverage of the three doctoral degrees in nursing. Although the degrees play different roles in nursing, they have complementary roles in advancing population health and health policy (Ketefian & Redman, 2019). In other words, the degrees allow synergies in the field of nursing, with the PhD generating new knowledge, EdD advancing pedagogical knowledge, and the DNP translating evidence in practice (Ritcher et al., 2021). Indeed, individuals with any of the degree can work in academia or clinical settings, assuming roles such as educators, internal or external researchers, or nurse leaders (van Dongen & Hafsteinsdóttir, 2022). As highlighted by Wakefield et al. (2021), it is worth noting the concerns that have emerged regarding the slow growth in PhD programs because these professionals serve a crucial role in the systematic study of health and healthcare-related issues. Nevertheless, for us DNP-students, the focus remains on preparing effective nurse leaders competent enough to address the increasingly complex health issues and healthcare environments (Hampton et al., 2022). Collaborating with other doctoral-level nurses will help in improving care delivery and addressing the complex determinants of health that affect the population.
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