Re: Week 1 Discussion 1: Role of the DNP Prepared Scholar
by Chinonye Okeke - Wednesday, 3 January 2024, 12:41 PM
There are several pathways in nursing that provide doctoral level education including Doctor of Nursing (DNP), Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing( PhD) and Doctor of Education degree(EDd).
DNP is an advanced degree for nurses that want to become specialist in clinical nursing (Bal, 2023). DNPs mostly work in clinical settings but can also work in administrative roles as well. PhD in nursing prepares nurses to work either in academia or research (Bal, 2023). PhD candidates can work as faculty in academic institutions or as researchers in a medical laboratory. EDd education allows educators to learn about different educational and leadership styles and how they fit into the world. EDd holders learn about policy at the local, state and national levels and use that to initiate change throughout the educational systems (American University, 2023) while PhD holders focus more on research methods and data collection and DNPs focus on clinical aspects of nursing.

My current role as an APRN meets the goals of the DNP-prepared scholar because of my extensive experience and background in the clinical setting. Working as an APRN has placed me in a leadership role that I feel will further prepare me to reach my goals as a DNP scholar. The experience and autonomy I have as an APRN has broadened my scope of practice and has helped me to identify evidence-based practices that are crucial to the clinical setting and many quality improvement projects that I am interested in managing and assisting in improving.
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Re: Week 1 Discussion 1: Role of the DNP Prepared Scholar
by Denice Morgan - Wednesday, 3 January 2024, 10:55 PM
Doctoral level education has many different pathways for nurses.  There are nurse practitioner, nurse leadership, nurse educator, pediatric nurse practitioner, and many more.  So where does one start when deciding which direction to go?  I personally did not know that DNP in nurse education was a choice until one of my new co-workers talked to me about her doctorate program. 
            What are the differences in the programs and specialties?  I am going to compare three of these specialties and discuss what each one incorporates into their practice. 
1.     DNP-NE (doctorate in nursing practice specializing in nurse education).  This specialty practices in education of our future nurses.  Working in the academic field at a community college or university.  The area of focus is on pedagogy, simulation, and curriculum development. 
2.     DNP-FNP (doctorate in nursing practice specializing as a family nurse practitioner).  The family nurse practitioner cares for all groups, and ages, and can have their own practice, prescribe medications, and treatment options.  They can work in an office, hospital based, or both.
3.     DNP-Leadership (doctorate in nursing practice specializing in nurse leadership).  These nurses will commonly be found in leadership rolls of nursing, for example, organizational leaders such as CNO, nursing managers, and directors of hospital units, and found in executive positions, or in informatics.
 
      There is some snobbery when it comes to DNP vs. PhD and other doctorate level nursing positions.  According to Birks, M. & Watson, R., (2018), the PhD is considered to be the “gold standard” while other doctorate level education is lower by comparison.  Although you can be a nurse educator with a Master of Science in nursing, the preferred level of education is still the doctorate level.  Doctorate level nurse educators are professional scholars and have a higher level of understanding of the pedagogical teaching strategies, therefore they are in higher demand at universities (The value of the doctorate in of education in nursing education: Nurse Educator, 2021).
      My current role is as a nurse educator, I received my MSN-NE in 2020.  I love being able to educate our future nurses, I have a passion for their success and passion for producing quality nurses.  I will be able to enhance my abelites to educate on a higher level once I obtain my doctorate in nurse education. 
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