Patient-Provider Communication: Communicating Across Cultures

Assignment Description:
The challenge for health care professionals is to understand how culture influences patient’s responses to medical issues such as healing, suffering, and the provider-physician relationship. In our first project, students will begin to tackle this wide-ranging issue by researching and discussing cross cultural communication strategies that enhance patient-provider communication. 

This assignment is a four-to-five-page expository research supported paper is intended to provide students with the opportunity to research the most effective communication strategies for patients of cultural group other than their own. 


Definition of Terms
Expository writing is precisely what its name implies – writing that explains a topic, concept, or process. It is designed to inform the reader about a given topic.  Expository writing uses evidence and information from credible sources to support a focused and logical explanation of the topic at hand. The informative writing style demands that you thoroughly educate the reader on the given topic without including your own opinions
Culture can be defined by group membership, such as racial, ethnic, linguistic, or geographical groups, or as a collection of beliefs, values, customs, ways of thinking, communicating, and behaving specific to a group.
Assignment Requirements
You will demonstrate the usual essay-writing skills, but also show your mastery of both library database and online research skills. You will read widely and deeply on your selected topic and use outside sources to support your thesis. You must utilize between four and five credible, outside sources with at least two sources from a scholarly peer-reviewed journals.

Your paper should follow these criteria:
· 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 
· No essay should exceed 6 pages
· 12-point font (standard one-inch margins). 
· 4-5 sources (primarily scholarly) 
· Essay features should adhere APA documentation 
· Only one block quote is allowed. (I prefer you use zero.)
· All drafts of the essay must be presented in APA manuscript format, and all research must be cited as per APA documentation style. Drafts will be workshopped in class and commented on by me, so that each student receives constructive feedback for revising.
Other Reminders 
· The title page and reference page will be in addition to the four to five-page requirement.
· Submitting a paper from a previous class not allowed. 
· The most frequent problem that students have with this assignment is allowing the sources to take over the essay and failing to explain the information from the sources and how it relates to the their own thesis.  In short, you should be able to remove the source material from your essay and still have the framework of an effective paper.
 
 

