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Introduction
This week you will learn about the differences and similarities of qualitative research and qualitative projects. You will also learn about the different philosophical assumptions that underpin qualitative thinking as opposed to the positivist, quantitative paradigms most people think of as the only type of scientific inquiry. Reflexivity and trustworthiness are two important concepts to know. Reflexivity focuses on what the researcher can do to minimize bias when there is a personal investment in qualitative research/projects. Trustworthiness helps maintain the quality of the findings from the data collected. Lincoln and Guba’s seminal article from the 1980s nicely dives into detail on the four aspects of Trustworthiness (credibility, dependability, transferability, and confirmability) and its reliability and validity in qualitative research. There are many qualitative designs that can work well with a DNP project to evaluate outcomes. Lastly, you will have the opportunity to investigate qualitative methods as an evaluative option for your DNP project.

Learning Materials Introduction
The learning materials this week will introduce the developing DNP scholar to the option of using qualitative methods to evaluate DNP project outcomes. For Assignment 2: Qualitative Projects, you can refer to all the journal articles and textbook chapters in this week’s learning materials. There is a wide range of readings from basic methods to social justice influences with the use of qualitative design methods.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this week, you will be able to:
1. Describe the different types of qualitative projects
2. Differentiate the elements separating qualitative projects and qualitative research
3. Summarize qualitative description and how the DNP scholar can use qualitative designs in SPPs
4. Apply the Student Learning Outcomes and DNP Essentials into your SPP
5. Discuss your SPP progress with faculty during weekly communication meetings
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Introduction
Please review the Communication with Faculty Assignment instructions. Upload your Microsoft Word document to this assignment.
Please refer to the Grading Rubric for details on how this activity will be graded.
To Submit Your Assignment:
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Overview
Qualitative projects are growing in popularity in DNP projects. Qualitative projects primarily center around observation and how the PI can collect more information from the targeted population about the phenomenon of interest. This information could be identifying the barriers to use an item, identify what the problems are in the clinical setting, and/or understanding the experiences and perceptions of individuals who engage in the topic of interest.
Note: Qualitative projects are different than (although may have some overlap with) qualitative research, so it is important to fully understand the concept and read the learning materials to understand their differences prior to completing this assignment.
Instructions
For this assignment, you will complete the following in a 1–2 page paper addressing the following:
1. Describe the different types of qualitative projects that the DNP prepared scholar can utilize this approach when collecting from participants.
2. Differentiate qualitative projects from qualitative research
3. How can qualitative projects that utilize a descriptive design, with focus groups, allow for advancement in clinical practice? Select an article of your choice and describe how qualitative description can be an appropriate design for a DNP project.
Ensure you incorporate at least 1–2 pages of content and 4–5 scholarly citations in your paper to meet expectations
Please refer to the Grading Rubric for details on how this activity will be graded.
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Overview
SLO 3: Develop systems supportive of effective communication at the organizational and interdisciplinary level.
DNP Essential Domain 1: Scientific Underpinnings for Practice
From the DNP Essentials (2006) document:
· Descriptor: The DNP program prepares the graduate to:
· Integrate nursing science with knowledge from ethics, the biophysical, psychosocial, analytical, and organizational sciences as the basis for the highest level of nursing practice
· Use science-based theories and concepts to:
· Determine the nature and significance of health and healthcare delivery phenomena
· Describe the actions and advanced strategies to enhance, alleviate, and ameliorate health and healthcare delivery phenomena as appropriate
· Evaluate outcomes
· Develop and evaluate new practice approaches based on nursing theories and theories from other disciplines.
Instructions
Please complete the following after reviewing the DNP Essentials (2006) document:
· Review the Student Learning Outcome (SLO) and the DNP Essential for this week.
· Discuss how your project meets this SLO and the Essential at this stage of your Scholarly Practice Project (SPP) (approximately 1–2 paragraphs).
· Describe how your project will meet these goals in the lens of a principal investigator (PI) (approximately 1–2 paragraphs).
· Review the entry-level and advanced-level sub-competencies in the DNP Essentials. Examine what may be applicable to your project (approximately 1–2 paragraphs).
· Upload your Word document to this assignment for instructor review and feedback.
The purpose of this assignment is to recognize how the SLOs and DNP Essentials influence your SPP and nursing practice. The goal is to document how you have met all nine SLOs and DNP Essentials upon DNP graduation. You only need to document upon the main domain (not the sub domains in the 2006DNP Essentials document).

