Week 2 DISCUSSION  NR 717 
Epidemiology and Health Surveillance
Discussion
Purpose
The purpose of this discussion is to apply concepts in epidemiology and health surveillance to a selected population.

Instructions
Explore the determinants of health and the National Practice Problems that most affect the population you selected in Week 1. Review the following index to locate an epidemiological report published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Link (website): CDC A-Z IndexLinks to an external site.
This report contains data on specific diseases as reported by state and regional health departments, as well as recommendations that have been issued by the CDC.

Use the index to review the most significant issue pertaining to your selected population  (African American population in Jackson, Mississippi  )  and one of the eight National Practice Problems to address the following:

1,Explore the epidemiologic principles and measures used to address your selected practice problem at the national and specific geographic (city or county level) location for the population you have selected. 
2,Examine the use of descriptive and/or analytic epidemiology to address the practice problem and include data points (i.e., prevalence, incidence, mortality).
3.Propose how you might use surveillance to influence the determinants of health and improve the health outcomes of your population.
4,Anticipate any ethical concerns that you might have related to the use of surveillance data in your population.





Let's take a closer look at the top eight National Practice Problems that burden the overall health of the United States:


Obesity
Diabetes
Heart disease
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
Mental illness
Cancer
Addiction (alcohol and opioid)
Patient safety (immunization, patient falls, hospital-acquired infections)
