Response to Nicole
Thank you for your informative presentation. Discrimination and stigma affect a significant number of minority populations. The LGBTQAI+ community is disproportionately affected. As you have aptly observed, discrimination has adverse effects on mental, physical, spiritual, and financial wellbeing of the members. Indeed, Caldwell et al. (2023) noted a high occurrence of psychological distress among members of the community because of the stress response to external factors. In addition, studies support the observation about physical health inequalities in the community, with Lampe et al. (2024) noting the disproportionate challenge of managing physical health problems in LGBTQ+ older adults. The constellation of the challenges the community faces emanates from identity-based discrimination and stigma. I concur that nurses could play a significant role in reducing the burden of disease for members of the community. Advocating for increased social awareness about the plight of the community and LGBTQ+ cultural competency training for healthcare providers would help in addressing some of the existing disparities and inequalities. 
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Thank you for your highly informative presentation about the social determinants of health in the LGBTQIA+ community. I agree that the community experiences a disproportionate burden of social determinant risks, despite the support the community has received in the recent years. Many of the challenges the members experiences are associated with discrimination, stigma, and social pressure (Lampe et al., 2024). For example, identity-related discrimination and stigma has been found to affect access to economic opportunities and school completion rates for some members of the community (Schuler et al., 2021). It is understandable that the stigma could also result in stigma. With the high levels of discrimination against the members, the people may experience violence, especially in states that do not have housing nondiscrimination laws. The insights you have provided show the need for increasing support for the community. Any form of support would be essential in reducing the burden from mental health problems that the members face.
References 
Lampe, N. M., Barbee, H., Tran, N. M., Bastow, S., & McKay, T. (2024). Health Disparities Among Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Older Adults: A Structural Competency Approach. International journal of aging & human development, 98(1), 39–55. https://doi.org/10.1177/00914150231171838 
Schuler, M. S., Prince, D. M., & Collins, R. L. (2021). Disparities in Social and Economic Determinants of Health by Sexual Identity, Gender, and Age: Results from the 2015-2018 National Survey on Drug Use and Health. LGBT health, 8(5), 330–339. https://doi.org/10.1089/lgbt.2020.0390 

