Response to Nicole
I enjoyed reading your insights about the pandemic. Response to the pandemic reflected aspects of disaster medicine, with multiple disciplines and professions involved and hospitals working outside the established protocols to address resource constraints (Kocak et al., 2021; Wexler et al., 2023). Individuals with pre-existing mental health disorders experienced a disproportionate burden. In adding to your observations, it is worth noting that the intermittent closure of services reproduced the existing challenges in accessing mental services, despite the increased adoption of telepsychiatry. Access to psychological treatments significantly declined for individuals with mental and behavioral health issues from underserved areas (Sowmya et al., 2021). From my experience, I believe that PMHNPs have a significant role in addressing psychological issues that occur during disasters or pandemics through health promotion, implementing interventions, engaging communities, and maintaining continuous access to services through telepsychiatry. 
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Response to Everlyn
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello and thank you for your informative contribution. I concur that the pandemic had a significant impact on mental health globally. It is worth noting that response to the pandemic reflected components of disaster medicine. Notably, healthcare facilities emphasising multi-disciplinary, interprofessional, and multiagency collaboration to address resource constraints (Chacko et al., 2019). I relate to your observations that the pandemic had disproportionate effects on individuals with psychiatric disorders. As supported by evidence, the pandemic was associated with an increase in the prevalence of depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress, and other mental health disorders (Chekole & Abate, 2021; COVID-19 Mental Disorders Collaborators, 2021). While we also experienced an upsurge in the adoption of telepsychiatry, many people still missed on optimal treatment. Social isolation after the lockdown exacerbated psychological distress and constrained access to optimal services in underserved areas (Sowmya et al., 2021). The multidisciplinary efforts highlight the critical role of PMHNPs in engaging communities, implementing interventions, and ensuring the continuity of care for individuals with mental health disorders. 
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