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Qualitative Projects
Creswell and Creswell (2023) elucidated that qualitative projects differ from qualitative research. Thus, researchers should be cognizant of the distinctions and the varying concepts. The paper will explicate the distinct forms of qualitative projects, make a distinction between qualitative projects and research, and outline the manner in which qualitative projects can improve clinical practice.
Various Types of Qualitative Projects for DNP-Prepared Scholars 
According to Moran et al. (2024), a scholarly practice project (SPP) is a pertinent facet of the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) program, which empowers students to utilize their expertise and knowledge to solve a clinical issue or gap. Qualitative projects employ qualitative methods to investigate and gain insights into the phenomenon of interest (Moran et al., 2024). The diverse forms of qualitative projects include qualitative descriptive, qualitative evaluation, and phenomenology.
A DNP-prepared scholar can conduct a qualitative descriptive study to encapsulate the phenomenon of interest through words and examples from the study's participants (Doyle et al., 2020). More so, qualitative descriptive studies identify the intuitive nature of the clinical issue and the diverse experiences of the participants. Additionally, qualitative descriptive studies empower students to investigate essential healthcare issues with the aim of augmenting change and quality improvement in clinical practice (Doyle et al., 2020). Phenomenology studies play an integral role in delineating the first-hand experiences of the study's participants regarding a precise subject matter (Melnyk & Fineout-Overholt, 2023). In phenomenological projects, researchers present their findings through philosophical reflections, poetic interpretations, and forthright elucidations.
Conversely, qualitative evaluation projects utilize non-numerical information to profoundly comprehend an initiative, change, policy, or project. As such, it aids in recognizing themes, concepts and patterns through data interpretation and analysis like interview transcripts (Melnyk & Fineout-Overholt, 2023). 
Distinction Between Qualitative Projects and Qualitative Research
	Qualitative projects use qualitative approaches to explore a certain subject matter. They focus on observing and guiding a researcher to gather more data from the participants' experiences and gain insights. Resultantly, this allows the researcher to gain profound insights into the individual knowledge, viewpoint and insinuation akin to the phenomenon of interest (Creswell & Creswell, 2023). On the contrary, qualitative research scrutinizes the wide-ranging incidences of the target populace who have grappled with a momentous yet intricate event. Qualitative research enables researchers to investigate low-profile topics that necessitate a novel outlook (Im et al., 2023).
Advancements in Clinical Practice
	Qualitative projects using descriptive design, particularly with focus groups, provide insights into the participants' lived events, viewpoints and healthcare issues to guide evidence-based practice, augment patient-centric care and continuous improvements. The participants' experiences can help solve the underlying perspectives, thoughts or feelings to answer the research question paramount to evidence-based practice. Additionally, they allow for improvements by addressing the knowledge gaps, especially when the presented evidence indicates rigor, validity and reliability within the study. A qualitative description is an appropriate design for a DNP project since it utilizes various criteria to evaluate the rigor of the study. In this case, qualitative studies use the Lincoln and Guba criteria to identify trustworthiness in a study. 
The criteria include investigating the study's credibility, dependability, confirmability, and transferability. Singh et al. (2022) performed a qualitative description study to investigate the experiences of hospital and community providers when providing transitional care amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The article provides a succinct and pragmatic understanding of a notable healthcare problem, utilizes effective and rigorous approaches which align with a DNP-prepared scholar and generates proactive insights to inform clinical practice (Singh et al., 2022). In conclusion, the article underscores the relevance of a qualitative description, such as investigating the intricate healthcare phenomena and gathering insights which can be assimilated into clinical practice to enhance patient outcomes (Singh et al., 2022).
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