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Importance of Synthesis of Literature
Synthesis of literature is conducted to sum up what is known and not known about the topic being discussed (Moran et al., 2020). This allows you to summarize the literature and better understand the importance of the phenomenon and assist in answering the clinical question (Moran et al., 2020). By comparing and combing the literature the researcher can identify the gaps in practice and get a better understanding of what is known so the research is not repeated. Without a proper synthesis of literature your study can lack credibility and new insight on the topic. It could also lead to misalignment with the current literature and make it difficult for the audience to comprehend and gain knowledge. The synthesis of literature for my DNP project led me to be able to organize and set themes and headers for my project. It gave me a detailed outline of data and literature that I had and provided me with the areas I still need to continue to do some research on. Overall, synthesizing literature provided me with great feedback and a comprehensive understanding of my topic.
 
Headers
The use of headers provides specific and explanatory sequence throughout the study and offers increasing level of evidence and dept of argument (Leite et al., 2019). Two headers that I chose to use include are student success program and teaching and learning strategies. Student success programs header allows me to give a deeper understanding of what a student success program is and what is currently being done in these programs. It also allows me to be able to identify the gap in these programs. The second header teaching was chosen to provide insight on ways to enhance student success and learning. One of the major themes I identified throughout my search was the ways students learn and educators are teaching are hindering student success. These two headers will help guide my research and give the readers a better understanding of the importance of the topic.
 
Articles
Two articles that I used in the header teaching strategies were Brown et al, (2021), and Kotcherlakota et al, (2024). Brown et al, (2021) talked about the importance of learner-centered teaching and how it helps guides the students to be able to comprehend content through critical thinking and reflection. They also spoke about how students perform in external motivation, so educators need to use that knowledge and find ways to help students apply their own strengths in their learning environment (Brown et al., 2021). Kotcherlakota et al, (2024), speaks on the implantation of a universal design for learning (UDL). This design is a teaching strategy that has been proven to enhance student success in nursing education. It focuses on breaking down larger assignments into smaller ones, incorporating games and virtual activities, and the importance of physical movement in the classroom. These two articles along with several others provided great detail on teaching strategies that can enhance student success.
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Week 7 Discussion 1: Synthesizing the Literature
​
A literature review is conducted to provide an overview of current knowledge of the project topic. It allows the author to identify relevant theories, methods, and gaps in the existing research that can be used when constructing our project papers. “A good literature review doesn’t just summarize sources-it analyzes, synthesizes, and critically evaluates to give a clear picture of the state of knowledge on the subject (Scribbr, 2023). This literature review was vital as it showed the areas with solid expertise and needing additional research to create a strong argument for evidence-based practice change.

Two headers I have chosen for my project are the Pharma Code and The Changing Landscape of Oncology Drugs. I chose the Pharma Code as it explains how the FDA and the Pharma Code are instrumental in creating clinician education. It also helps explain why there is a deficit in this education by showing the focus of the groups and how they govern pharmaceutical companies. I chose the heading The Changing Landscape of Oncology Drugs to show how quickly the landscape is changing and illustrate the challenges clinicians face trying to keep up to date on the new medications, new indications, and their impact on patients. 

One crucial article incorporated into my project is the Code on Interactions with Health Care Professionals. This code, managed by the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA), is a voluntary organization that is pivotal in guiding how pharmaceutical companies interact with physicians. It underscores the importance of ethical relationships with healthcare professionals in the mission of developing and marketing new medicines, thereby emphasizing the significance of this aspect in our project (PhRMA, 2022). This information is important as it shows the restrictions placed on the pharma-to-clinical relationships. It also illustrates the acceptable types of interactions. One of the limitations of this paper is that it spells out how pharmaceutical companies create learning environments but doesn’t consider what a learning environment looks like to a clinician. Another limitation is that this is not a research article but is an article from the PhRMA.org website detailing the regulations.

One of the articles I am using, which will be under the heading of Changing Landscape of Oncology Drugs, is a Five Year Analysis Assessing the Trend in Prescribing and Expenditures of Oral Oncolytics for Medicare Part D: 2013-2017. It was written by Eric Borrelli and Conor McGladrigan and published in the Journal of Pharmacy Practice in 2022. This is a strong article because it gives solid data on the number of new oncology medications, the growth of oral medications, and the percentage of growth during 2013-1027. For my project, this shows how critical medication knowledge is and how fast the landscape is changing for clinicians. The study is a descriptive analysis of the Medicare Part D Provider Utilization and Payment Data Public Use File.
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