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Week 8 Discussion: Reflection on Learning and Practice Readiness
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Reflection on Learning and Practice Readiness
Throughout the NR 706 Health Informatics Information Systems class, I have gained significant knowledge on the importance of nursing informatics and technology in nursing education and practice. As a specialization, nursing informatics is a significant tool integrating technology and multimedia to promote patient safety and training. The course has challenged my thinking on how nurses and their organizations can enhance the utilization of health informatics to improve and attain patient outcomes and public health. 
Through weeks one to seven, I have core competencies focused on theoretical and practice issues associated with informatics and information technology (IT). Nursing informatics comprises the utilization of information systems including standardized computer forms that accurately enable documentation to enhance quality and nurse practice (Kinnunen et al., 2023). Resultantly, health information systems reduce time, improve cost-effectiveness and create higher value, improve quality of care and change organization culture in the delivery of care. 
The course has changed my thinking by improving my understanding of standards and guidelines associated with nursing informatics professionals in IT to enhance centered care, and how technology shapes and continues to positively professional practice (Jimenez et al., 2020). As a result, digital literacy is a crucial skill or competency among healthcare workers despite their scope of practice to maximize the utilization of technology to enhance patient care. In the recent past, digital literacy among students, academics and health professionals has become a core requirement for everyone in health and social care as essential which should be acknowledged and embedded in clinical practice. 
The course provided significant information on how ethics linked to health informatics and medical technologies should be considered thoughtfully and carefully to address and balance the needs to be effectively integrated into the healthcare system. More so, the course has assisted to garner momentous knowledge on existing legislations, laws and regulations on health informatics such as confidentiality, privacy data protection and security and applicability of informatics to inform and improve evidence-based practice (Wang et al., 2019). As such, nurses should explore protecting patient information, explore healthcare information and electronic medical or health records, and evaluate their utilization in the delivery of care. 
In the course, I have learned the utilization of media in patient education, professional practice and consumption of health information to improve patient outcomes and application of IT in reducing medical errors. With the increased use of social media and other tools such as Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn there is a higher chance for breach of privacy on patient information among nurses that might lead to damage to the nursing profession, litigation and disciplinary action (Wang et al., 2019). 
As a DNP-prepared nurse, I’m eager and prepared to implement and practice theoretical knowledge in clinical practice throughout the course. Primarily, I will continue to research and gain knowledge by critically exploring factors affecting patients and the environment related to nursing informatics and technological applications to evidence-informed decision-making. As well, I will also employ consumer health informatics to ensure patients have the responsibility of managing their health through support in online communities and other media, and develop programs to educate consumers engaging other stakeholders such as health portals, and public health experts. Besides, I will consider and ensure all legal and ethical standards are adhered to by respecting professional boundaries, observe online etiquette, and reflect the code of ethics, ensuring privacy and confidentiality of personal health information is protected at all times using nursing informatics, especially social media platforms. 
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