Epidemiology and Health Surveillance
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The discussion explores the determinants of health and the National Practice Problem (alcohol misuse) affecting the African American population in Jackson, Mississippi. It also explores the epidemiologic principles and measures used to address the problem, the use of surveillance in influencing the determinants of health and population health outcomes, and ethical concerns that could emerge when using surveillance. As noted by Elam et al. (2021), the progression of alcohol use is non-linear across development, often starting during early adolescence, peaking in early adulthood, and declining with age. However, a range of social determinants could influence the progression of the behavior across different populations. Factors such as socioeconomic disadvantage, racial disparities are among the social determinants that could predispose African Americans in Jackson, Mississippi, to a high risk of alcohol use or misuse. Evidence identifies economic instability and socioeconomic disadvantage as a significant risk factor for alcohol use, especially among ethnic minority groups (Collins et al., 2019; Zemore et al., 2020). Discrimination and demographic marginalization have also been associated with higher levels of alcohol use among African Americans (Monroe et al., 2023). In addition, neighborhood characteristics, for instance, a high concentration of off-sales outlets, associate with other factors in influencing alcohol use patterns (Assari et al., 2019; Lee et al., 2020). Notably, this is worse in economically constrained urban inner-city dwellings.
	Epidemiologic principles such as prevalence, incidence, and mortality are used to explain alcohol-related outcomes. Often, descriptive epidemiology describes these measures. Prevalence implies the number of people affected at a specific period, while incidence refers to the cases identified within a specified timeframe (Zeni, 2019). At the national level, the prevalence of alcohol use disorder (AUD) is estimated to be 5.9% among individuals aged 12 years and older (Nehring et al., 2023). However, a significant population does not meet the criteria for AUD, but engage in harmful alcohol consumption. In Mississippi, approximately 3.62% of the population uses alcohol. Alcohol is a leading cause of mortality, with recent statistics placing about 5.05% of the deaths on alcohol and other drugs across Mississippi in 2017 (Help-Org, 2023). Jackson has a similar trend, accounting for almost 25% of the 724 alcohol- and drug-related deaths in the country as of 2017 (RehabNow, 2023). Statistics about alcohol-related accidental poisoning, intentional self-poisoning, traffic collisions, and cancers could also be used to understand alcohol use (Spillane et al., 2020). This would indicate the analytic epidemiology.
	Surveillance of alcohol use and AUD could inform health interventions for the improvement of population health. For instance, this could involve national, regional, or local surveys on alcohol consumptions and use of national monitoring systems to understand the trends (Ilhan & Yaper, 2020). According to Garett and Young (2021), surveillance could facilitate early detection of alcohol-related problems, which would help in implementing interventions to prevent morbidity and mortality. Moreover, surveillance could inform policymakers about the specific social determinants contributing to the behavior or problem (BinDhim et al., 2020). In turn, this would provide stakeholders with comprehensive information for the development of appropriate preventive strategies. However, ethical concerns should be addressed optimally in conducting surveillance. For example, in conducting surveys on alcohol use, it is essential to align the practices with the principles of autonomy and confidentiality (Tulchinsky, 2018). As noted by Best et al. (2021), racism and socioeconomic injustice could hinder successful surveillance through surveys with marginalized communities. Therefore, it would be essential to use collaborative approaches that empower the communities to reduce distrust and communicate the importance of surveillance. 
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