Hello Stephanie,
Vulvodynia is a condition that causes pain in the vulva and can last for up to three months. The condition is among the major contributing factors of painful sexual intercourse for women. Vulvodynia affects the external genital organs which includes vagina opening, clitoris and labia. Although the etiology of the condition is said to be unknown as Schlaeger et al. (2023) suggest, the condition may be attributed to hormonal and anatomical changes among others. On the other hand, the condition may also be underdiagnosed or misdiagnosed as vaginitis since such disorders also cause infection or inflammation of the vagina. I agree to your post that other differential diagnosis include uterine fibroids and pelvic inflammatory disease (PID) if not adequately tested. However, given the prevalence of such a condition, it is necessary to provide medication to get rid of the inflammation and pain including the use of lubricants to relieve pain during sexual intercourse. 
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