Reply to Nicole
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your post. Indeed, symptoms of psychosis tend to differ significantly depending on the developmental stage. Children and adolescents may present with psychotic symptoms such as hallucinations and delusions (Rao & Chen, 2019). However, diagnosis in children may be challenging because of the possible confusion with developmentally appropriate fantasies and imagination in this population (Pattnaik et al., 2023). While acquiring information from children and adolescents is important, collecting adequate collateral information from parents or caregivers can inform a correct diagnosis by providing a comprehensive understanding of observable changes in behavior and thought processes. I agree that nonpharmacological de-escalation is an essential component of managing psychosis. Research identifies de-escalation techniques as crucial in reducing aggressiveness among individuals with psychosis (Celofiga et al., 2022). In addition, research supports the importance of trauma-informed care in psychosis (Stubbe, 2023). Adopting these approaches optimize safety for patients and staff, empower patients by giving them a voice, and enhance mutuality and collaboration in the care process. Pharmacological treatments are essential in managing symptoms of psychosis, regardless of the developmental stage. Undoubtedly, antipsychotics are beneficial in treating psychosis in children, adolescents, and adults. However, the selection of an antipsychotic should involve weighing the benefits against possible risks (Kagulidou et al., 2020). Notably, the safety profile of the medications and adverse drug reactions should be addressed when prescribing antipsychotics. For example, while risperidone is well-tolerated, clinicians should consider and address concerns regarding weight gain (Cicala et all., 2020). As you aptly observe, clinicians should understand the complexities of treating pediatric psychiatric conditions. As supported by Fakhrou et al. (2023), family involvement is essential because it forms the basis for psychosocial support for children outside the clinical setting. As such, using family-focused approaches would be crucial for this population.
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