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Introduction
Qualitative research allows you to generate an inquiry about a social phenomenon by examining participant experiences in their daily lives. Different ways to assess and measure a qualitative inquiry are through interviews or open-ended questioning, allowing participants the freedom to express their thoughts, feelings, experiences, and perceptions about that topic. This is different from quantitative research, which requires participants to complete surveys that are more rigid and limited than the freedom of expression through qualitative research. Although qualitative research is less robust in terms of control, bias, and validity, it can add rich information to an understudied topic or enhance the findings from quantitative research (e.g., mixed method design). This week, you will be appraising a qualitative research article and determining its quality. Pay attention to what makes qualitative research valid or trustworthy. Many of you could be considering using qualitative description projects as a means of observing phenomenon of participants and seeing how they all interact and address questions about your SPP. This method is growing in popularity and has its pros and cons in research.

Learning Materials Introduction
This week, your focus includes an overview of the components of the Scholarly Practice Project (SPP) and preparing you with advanced competencies for roles as a leader or faculty or in the clinical arena.
All the weekly learning materials (WO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6) will assist you as you complete the weekly assignments. They will also prepare you with content needed to develop your SPP and enhance your role as a DNP-prepared scholar.
The content within the learning materials should provide support to substantiate the value of the DNP-prepared nurse and the significance of your DNP Scholarly Practice Project.
Learning Objectives
By the end of this week, you will be able to:
1. Understand the philosophical underpinnings of qualitative research methods.
2. Appraise the validity and trustworthiness of a qualitative research study.
3. Identify at least three qualitative research articles for your Literature Matrix Table.
4. Refine the a topic outline for research articles to include in your literature review.
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As you learn more about qualitative research, it is important to consider how to have valid results when designing a qualitative study. To determine validity, trustworthiness must be attained. Read the seminal article by Lincoln and Guba (1985) (PDF) and outline and describe the following steps to maintain trustworthiness of qualitative research: dependability, credibility, confirmability, and transferability. Why is trustworthiness important? If applicable to your SPP topic, describe how you will maintain trustworthiness in your project design. If your design is not qualitative, research a scholarly article topic relevant to your SPP and describe how trustworthiness was maintained.
Please complete this assignment by writing between 500 to 750 words and using at least three scholarly citations, in addition to the course content, to support your statements.
Refer to the Grading Rubric for details on how this activity will be graded.



Week 3 Assignment 3: Qualitative Research Synthesis
1. Dashboard
2. My courses
3. NU-726-04-24PCS3
4. Week 3: Qualitative Research Appraisal
5. Week 3 Assignment 3: Qualitative Research Synthesis
Open course index
Completion requirements
To do: Make a submission
Due: Sunday, 19 May 2024, 11:55 PM
Value: 100 points
Due: Day 7
Grading Category: Qualitative Critique
Instructions
Qualitative studies employ an emergent design that allows for knowledge to be developed when researchers make ongoing decisions reflecting what they have already learned through participant interviews or open-ended written statements. An emergent design allows for a deeper exploration into the phenomenon of interest through an inquiry based on the realities and viewpoints of participants (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). Qualitative inquiry has been used in many different disciplines, and each has developed methods for addressing different types of questions. However, some characteristics of qualitative research design tend to apply across disciplines. In general, qualitative design should:
· Be flexible and capable of adjusting to current information during data collection.
· Tend to be holistic, aimed at an understanding of the whole.
· Involve merging various data collection strategies (i.e., triangulation).
· Require researchers to become intensely involved.
· Rely on an ongoing data analysis to formulate subsequent strategies and determine when data collection is done.
Qualitative researchers often put together a complex array of data, derived from a variety of sources and using a variety of methods. This process has sometimes been described as bricolage, and the qualitative researcher has been referred to as a bricoleur—a person who “is adept at performing a large number of diverse tasks, ranging from interviewing to intensive reflection and introspection” (Denzin & Lincoln, 2011, p. 463).
· Select an article of your choosing that is related to your SPP topic and incorporates a qualitative design methodology. Perform a synthesis of the article following the rubric as a guide. This synthesis should be able to be used in your chapter II as you move forward. Upload both your selected article AND your appraisal to the dropbox in your assignment submission.
Note: Please be sure that there are no control groups or randomized groups as these refer to quantitative studies. The types of qualitative research studies include some of the following:
· Phenomenology: This approach focuses on the direct experiences of themselves and the world around them.
· Critical ace Theory: This approach focuses on how laws, movements, and social media influence social concepts regarding race and ethnicity.
· Constructivism: This approach focuses on others and their reflective process generated from prior experiences and how new information shapes their prior world view.
· Grounded Theory: Through investigating a phenomenon, one can discover new theories based on the data acquisition and subsequent analysis.
· Exploratory Studies: This approach explores how to create hypothesis in research, rather than trying to test them empirically.
· Feminist Theory: This approach focuses on the lived experiences of any person (not only women) with the goal of the disruption of oppression.
· Qualitative Inquiry: This approach utilizes the senses (e.g., smell, hearing) to make sense of a person’s experiences and examines their corresponding social circumstances.
· Case Study: This approach studies an in-depth experience about a particular phenomenon via a person, family, group, or organization or can focus on a person’s life history.

