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What is a literature review?
A literature review provides an overview of a specific topic by critically evaluating, comparing, and classifying previous research that has already been published. The author of a literature review synthesizes the gathered information to give the reader research and scholarly literature relevant to the topic. It helps map the different approaches to a given question and reveals patterns. It forms the foundation for the author’s subsequent research and justifies the significance of the new investigation.
A literature review is NOT an academic research paper, an annotated bibliography, or a report on original research.
A literature review will not develop a new argument. A literature review provides an overview of a topic that shows the reader what research has been done on that subject. A literature review does not only summarize an article. It compares and contrasts the various ideas of each article while capturing the interesting points, trends, and inconsistencies within the research. A literature review can suggest future research that is needed on the topic.
· The purpose of a literature review is to track the history of research on a particular topic, evaluate that research, and identify aspects of the topic that are in need of further study.
· A literature review summarizes and analyzes the research published on a specific topic.
· Literature reviews explain how articles contribute to the field’s understanding of the specific topic by providing a "snapshot" of each individual article.
Why a PICO Question is important for a literature review?
A clear and defined PICO question drives the literature search using the terms, or key words.
 
Please make certain that your PICO is revisited before moving on to your literature review.
Refer to the librarian for help with your literature search and key words on several search engines. This will assist you with structuring your well-researched Scholarly Practice Project (SPP).
Steps of a Literature Review
Select each step to learn more.
1. Step
1
Define your research question
2. Step
2
Identify relevant search terms
3. Step
3
Develop your search plan
4. Step
4
Read and evaluate the articles
5. Step
5
Synthesize the literature
6. Step
6
Summarize and discuss the articles in your writing
7. Step
7
Identify gaps in the current research on your topic
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Checkpoint
A clear and defined _______ question drives the literature search.
DNP
PICO
Evidenced-based
Opening

Learning Based on the World around Us
Relevant evidence to support your assignments are meant to build connections between the academics in the classroom and our real-world experiences. Exploring relevant evidence can increase a student’s engagement and maximize their learning potential. Meaningful education requires beginning with a credible source, using critical thinking to evaluate reliability and biases that might be present in the news source, thinking about important facts that might be missing, and sources where you can locate those facts.
This activity presents a thoughtful perspective on getting the most out of relevant evidence resources. Practical methods to approach the assignments are demonstrated. You will distinguish credible sources from questionable ones as you choose recent articles to be the subjects of your assignments. In completing your assignments, you recognize the questions that must be answered by your summary. You will articulate the significance of the events in the articles and identify those groups impacted.
The value of examining relevant evidence is to bring deeper understanding and relevance to the topics in this course will be demonstrated through the student’s reflection and analysis. Relevant evidence allow students to think about the story’s real-world facts and make connections to the policies studied in the classroom, the community where the student lives, the nation, and the world. Let’s explore this exciting approach to educating ourselves and opening our minds to the problem-solving capacity created when we make connections to our communities.
In this activity, you will learn about the steps that are required to conduct research for a project in nursing education. You will uncover your areas of interest to create a project of value to you. The process of defining a research question will be examined. The many considerations involved when working with the volunteers are an important part of the SPP project. It’s time to begin the journey into the world of gathering, documenting, and evaluating data in an area that has meaning to you.

Credible Sources
Choosing appropriate relevant evidence will require differentiating between reputable journalism sources that provide well researched written news and articles that present personal opinions that are not evidence based. Timely articles are a must in writing about relevant evidence. Your professor will likely set a timeline that you must follow, such as articles that are no more than one week old. Your professor will also guide you in selecting appropriate topics that relate to the class material.
Great sources are out there for relevant evidence that provide analysis of issues and trends happening daily. National publications include Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Newsweek, and Wall Street Journal. You can also find quality news stories in city or regional paper or electronic newspapers that generally maintain high standards for fact checking and publishing well-researched articles. News organization websites or specialized databases may also be options.
Additional sources for doing your own research include scholarly journal articles that are written by academics and experts. Journals often report original research studies and findings or may depict a thorough analysis of an issue. These articles are carefully researched and edited before being published. Articles found in specialized or professional magazines are written by staff at the magazine or contributors who are considered experts in their field.
Government publications provide a resource for statistics, data, reports, research, laws and regulations, and other documents produced by a variety of government agencies at federal, state, and local levels. Most government publications can be located by searching the web and can be identified as a true government organization by the .gov extension at the federal level. State level organizations will often have the state’s two letter abbreviation in the site address.
Some considerations in addition to examining the source of the article itself is to examine the author’s credentials and affiliations and evaluate any sources cited by the author.

The Summary
Your summary will allow your reader to gain an understanding of the fundamentals of your article and the event. Quotes should be minimal with the summary written in your own words. The first step is a careful reading of the article identifying the key details. Attempt to recount the story aloud. After successfully recounting the article’s main points, create an outline of the article. The steps between reading carefully and writing the summary will assist you in finding your own way of communicating the story to your audience.
Your topic sentence should include the detail that you determine to be key or the main idea of the article. Describe what happened and the surrounding circumstances, such as time and place. Be able to recount who the key players are in your article. Include the conditions that led to the event if possible because they can give insight as to why the event occurred. Finally, relate how the event evolved with a beginning and an end to the event itself and then leading to possible consequences yet to occur. The last sentence of your summary should reiterate the main idea of the news article and can lead into the next portion of your relevant evidence where you write about your own thoughts on the event.
The Reflection
Lead into the reflection portion of a paper with an explanation about the issues you will continue to address. This is where you will determine the best approach to express your thoughts about the article. The reflection is the place to make connections between the article and the classroom or even the community. Comments about what the article teaches about social, political, or economic systems belong in the reflection. Discussions about the relevant evidence’s importance and impact on certain groups, industries, economic fallout, or political systems can be briefly explored. Form an opinion and state it, but acknowledge opposing views presented in the article. If opposing views were not represented, formulate ideas about locating arguments on the other side.
The reflection is your analysis of the article and the event. Evaluate the evidence provided by the article’s author and determine if the evidence supports the author’s conclusions. Consider what questions the relevant evidence raises that it did not answer and where additional information can be obtained. The relevant evidence paper may not be an extensive research paper so the analysis must be concise, but this is an excellent place to practice and strengthen your analytical and critical thinking skills.
Creating a Strong Analysis
Before composing the reflection section of any paper, a discussion about analysis is required. Presenting evidence is crucial to supporting your stand, but your analysis of that evidence is equally imperative. You cannot take for granted that your audience will reach the same conclusions that you reached from the evidence in the article. Analysis necessitates that you think critically about your evidence. Challenge yourself to predict what your audience might want to know. When you answer anticipated questions in your reflection you are demonstrating critical thoughts about evidence presented in your article and providing context that adds meaning for the audience.
Thinking Critically
Critical thinking means earning your right to a strong opinion by having evidence to back it up. Form an opinion and state it, but try to understand opposing views presented and the reasons why people hold those views. If opposing views were not represented, formulate ideas about locating arguments on the other side. While answering questions that lead to analysis, if you come across something that contradicts the argument, allow your critical thinking to refine the argument.
It is imperative for students to be able to distinguish between facts and fiction in a world that is filled with social media delivering a steady diet of half-truths or opinion-based dialogues disguised as news. Developing strong critical-thinking skills is a safeguard for our minds from inaccurate news and sources. Considering all sides of relevant evidence will ideally lead to a proactive society equipped to handle the increasingly complex issues society faces. Critical thinking is a purposeful and reflective practice that encourages intellectual curiosity and the humility to recognize most issues have multiple perspectives.
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