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Introduction
This week, you begin to look at how evidence-based decision making will influence the design of your project, including your evaluation method. Depending on your clinical practice problem and how you decide to implement change in your specialty area, you will start to develop the project design, which includes data collection and analysis.
Learning Materials Introduction
This week, our focus is on observation setting and research design.
In Polit and Beck, Chapters 11 and 12, and Bonnel and Smith, Chapter 11, you’ll learn about how to discuss, describe, and differentiate QI from an empirical research question.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this week, you will be able to:
· Discuss how evidence-based decisions will influence the design of your project.
· Describe a component of a quality improvement (QI) project that could be used in your SPP.
· Articulate the differences among quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods research methodologies.
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Advanced Research Methods for EBP II
Week 2: Learning Materials
Readings
Required
· Melnyk, B., & Fineout-Overholt, E. (2023). Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing & Healthcare: A Guide to Best Practice (5th ed.). Wolters Kluwer. (WO 1)
· Chapter 5: Clinician expertise and patient valued preferences as context for critical appraisal for evidence-based decision making
· Chapter 6: Critically appraising quantitative evidence for clinical decision making
· Chapter 7: Critically appraising qualitative and mixed methods evidence for clinical decision making
· Chapter 22: Generating evidence through quantitative and qualitative research
· Polit, D. F., & Beck, C. T. (2021). Nursing research: Generating and assessing evidence for nursing practice (11th ed.). Lippincott, Williams, & Wilkins. (WO 3)
· Chapter 9: Quantitative Research Design
· Chapter 11: Specific Types of Quantitative Research
· Chapter 12: Quality Improvement and Improvement Science
· Bonnel, W., & Smith, K. (2021). Proposal writing for clinical nursing and DNP projects. (3rd ed.). Springer. (WO 2)
· Chapter 11: Writing the Methods Section; Organizing the Advanced Clinical Project Proposal
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To do: Make forum posts: 1
Value: 100 points
Due: To facilitate scholarly discourse, create your initial post by Day 3 and reply to at least two of your colleagues, on two separate days, by Day 7 on the Discussion Board Assignment screen.
Gradebook Category: Discussions
Polit and Beck (2021) indicate, “The improvement of healthcare services and patient outcomes is a goal shared by all healthcare disciplines” (p. 241). Examine the types of quantitative and qualitative research, and quality improvement projects which will provide a foundation of your methodology for your DNP Project.
Initial Post
Part 1
This week, you will evaluate the specific types of quantitative and qualitative research. Which category speaks to your project’s PICO question and why? Describe the type of project and outline how the components of your PICO question will be assessed.
Polit and Beck, Chapter 11, pp. 226–240, outlines the following types of quantitative and qualitative research categories:
1. Clinical Trials
2. Evaluation Research
3. Comparative Effectiveness Research
4. Health Services and Outcomes Research
5. Survey Research
6. Qualitative
Part 2
After reviewing Chapter 12, which discusses Quality Improvement, address the following statements in your post:
1. Outline the differences in a QI project compared to original research.
2. Outline if or how your project could integrate QI concepts or other evidence-based practice components.
3. Are there evidence-based guidelines or protocols in your area of expertise you could implement?
Reply Posts
Reply to at least two of your classmates. In your reply posts, comment on the initial post in an engaging manner by Day 7.
Refer to the Grading Rubric for details on how this activity will be graded.
Posting to the Discussion Forum
1. Select the appropriate Thread.
2. Select Reply.
3. Create your post.
4. Select Post to Forum.
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