Health Policy Breach
Scenario 1. Analyze the Privacy and Security Issues Related to this Social Media Posting
It is crucial that patients’ health information be protected to uphold integrity and confidentiality when handling patient data. Studies indicate that breaches in protected health information have affected approximately 176 million patients in the United States between 2009 to 2020 (Edemekong et al., 2018; Hennessy et al., 2023). The breaches have occurred because of failure to comply with the set rules and regulations under the HIPAA, including employees’ carelessness. According to the scenario, the nurse has made a post that includes particular information about the patient’s medical condition which is COPD, in addition to the patient being intubated. The nurse has also gone further into providing details such as the patient’s weight and their treatment process which involves the patient being taken to the intensive care unit. Such information may be considered as identifiable health information even though the nurse has not mentioned any names. For this reason, the HIPPA regulations specific to protecting patients’ privacy have been violated. According to Conlon et al. (2024), nurses should prioritize and recognize patients’ interests especially when considering how confidential patient information should be handled while being aware of potential risk to patients if their information is exposed. Another issue of concern is that the nurse lacked professionalism by posting comments about specific job situations, colleagues and the patient. This could therefore harm the healthcare facility’s reputation by exposing information that could be retraced to the specific facility. 
Scenario 3. Analyze the Privacy and Security Issues and Explain the Best Response for the Clinical Instructor
Taking pictures for social media by a patients’ daughter requires consent from the patient since the photo is intended for social media posting, meaning that the photo will be publicly displayed. However, although the patient might likely provide consent for their photo to be taken, the instructor and healthcare facility might be held responsible by the HIPAA for not adhering to the privacy regulations. This is because the instructor is at the best position to preventing the exposure of the patient on social media since the family member may not understand the consequences of sharing such photos on social media. Further, patients’ photos particularly in healthcare settings may expose their health conditions thereby violating their privacy. Researchers argue that sharing patient information including images online is associated with significant risks and implications that compromise privacy both offline and online (van der Boon et al., 2024). The instructor should therefore act by responding appropriately to ensure the family member understands the consequences of sharing images.
As previously mentioned, the instructor should intervene in the form of a suitable response to the patient’s daughter to ensure that the patient’s privacy is not breached. Respecting patients’ confidentiality is both a legal and ethical responsibility for healthcare providers (Tegegne et al., 2022). The instructor should politely intervene by informing the patient and their daughter about the essence of maintaining confidentiality by explaining that photos should not be publicly posted even when the patient gives consent. Educating patients about improving their health outcomes encourages involvement in the decision-making process to promote quality care (Fereidouni et al., 2019). Consequently, hospital’s privacy policies and guidelines should also be clearly outlined regarding issues such as photography where the instructor should mention potential HIPAA violations among other possible risks associated with posting patient images on social media. Ultimately, the instructor should respond in a positive, clear and professional manner to protect the patient and hospital from consequences regarding patient privacy.   
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