Reflection on Learning and Practice Readiness
1. Analyze and evaluate how your thinking was challenged in this course, related to healthcare informatics and information systems
Throughout the course, I have gained some insights regarding informatics and information systems particularly on the importance and integration of data management, clinical practice and technology. Initially, I perceived informatics as more of a supporting tool than a basic requirement given the current technological approaches to healthcare. However, the course has shifted my perspective by demonstrating the essence of informatics in operational efficiency and patient outcomes. Further, concepts like Electronic Health Records (EHRs) have illustrated about the essence of rethinking traditional approaches and methods to patient care. Studies indicate that nurse informatics competency is significant in the current healthcare landscape, making it an important element for students before graduating to embark on professional careers (Almarwani, 2024; Forman et al., 2020). Although I encountered challenges related to ethical concerns in data management and interoperability, such a challenge shifted my thinking into one that relates policy with technology. Consequently, my perception of healthcare informatics and information systems has been changed by learning the essence of aligning informatics with patient care and policy making while perceiving technology as a foundational element to modern healthcare. 
2. Considering this new knowledge, examine how this learning prepares you to practice as a DNP-prepared nurse
Gaining knowledge about informatics and healthcare system prepares me as a DNP-prepared nurse since I am equipped with the necessary skills that promote safe and quality patient care. On the other hand, understanding informatics allows for effective analysis of patient data, an action that contributes to changes at the systems level towards improving the delivery of healthcare services (Plummer, 2023). I can also take up leadership roles effectively as a DNP-prepared nurse and with the new knowledge to improve workflows and ensure that healthcare systems are adequately optimized for quality patient care. The legal and ethical dimensions of informatics are also crucial as Mannevaara et al. (2024) mention, to ensure that I am compliant in any healthcare setting by prioritizing data protection and privacy. Ultimately, the course has prepared me to practice as a DNP-prepared nurse by equipping me with knowledge and skills in leadership, ethical and legal standards and informatics. 
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