Reimbursement Issues
1. Analyze if value-based insurance reimbursement influences clinical outcomes and healthcare equity. 
Value-based insurance reimbursement models such as Medicare’s Value-Based Insurance Design focus on improving health outcomes by aligning incentives with quality. Such a reimbursement structure rewards evidence-based practices, care coordination and efficiency as seen in models such as Patient-Centered Medical Homes (Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020). Additionally, value-based models eliminate duplicative services, reduce hospital readmissions and promote preventive care unlike fee-for-service models that incentivize volume (Sokol, 2020). 
From the perspective of health equity, value-based models improve access to quality care particularly when aligned with the social determinants of health. However, such models are accompanied by risks. For instance, providers serving medically complex or disadvantaged populations may be faced with penalties if their patients experience poor outcomes because of systemic inequities and not poor care (Mokhtary et al., 2024; Finegold et al., 2021). Payment models must therefore provide additional support to safety-net providers and adjust to accommodate social risk factors. Ultimately, value-based insurance reimbursement can positively influence equity and clinical outcomes when designed to consider socio-economic barriers and account for patient complexity.
2. Determine the role of the DNP-prepared nurse in influencing nursing practice with regard to reimbursement
The DNP-prepared nurse is uniquely positioned to influence nursing practice with regard to reimbursement through evidence-based practice, policy advocacy and leadership. This is because their education provides knowledge to navigate and understand complex payment structures such as managed care models, bundled payments and payment systems. On the other hand, DNPs can influence practice transformation by integrating high-quality and cost-effective care strategies in their organizations (Rivaz et al., 2021). For instance, DNP-prepared nurses can lead initiatives focused on reducing readmissions through practices such as chronic disease management protocols. Thus, such efforts align with the goals of value-based reimbursement to enhance revenue through shared savings models. 
DNP-prepared nurses also play a crucial role in data analytics and quality improvement. This can be achieved by evaluating performance metrics and outcomes to help organizations meet the necessary benchmarks for reimbursement initiatives thereby avoiding penalties related to poor performance. For this reason, the ability of DNP-prepared nurses to translate research into practice ensures clinically effective interventions in addition to upholding financial viability (Finegold et al., 2021). Therefore, expertise gained by DNP-prepared nurses fosters an environment that encourages equity-focused innovations, cost-conscious and patient-centered care.  
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