NRNP 6675 Week 1 Discussion: Nurse Practitioner Professional Issues
In the state of Maryland, all advanced practice registered nurses and practitioners qualify for a license under Health Occupations Articles should be fingerprinted for criminal history record check. All APRNs seeking certification specialty are treated as new applicant. APRNs should have completed a Nurse Practitioner (NP) program approved by Maryland Board of Nursing (MBON) before applying for certification as an Advanced Practice Nurse (Maryland Department of Health, n.d.). An APRN should complete 18 months of practice under a mentor (NP) or physician who is licensed by the Maryland BON and in good standing, for at least three years. One should follow “Online Initial Application” on MBON website (http://mbon.maryland.gov/Pages/olinits-index.aspx), present Maryland RN number, certification application, declaration residence form, and sealed official transcripts.
For one to be certified as APRN, one should hold a current Maryland license practicing as a RN license. Secondly, one should have graduated from an accredited graduate program by the MBON for NP at Master level or higher. Thirdly, one should possess current national certification, and submit completed application to MBON as a nurse practitioner complying with requirements in COMAR 10.27.01.04 verified in written and oral competency in English. If one has completed the 18 months mentorship, one should pay all required fees including $50 non-refundable fee for APRN (Maryland Department of Health, n.d.). The Maryland state’s board of nursing website is https://health.maryland.gov/mbon/pages/default.aspx 
The Maryland scope of practice of a nurse practitioner may independently perform comprehensive physical assessment adhering to Family Law §2-301, Annotated Code of Maryland (Maryland.gov., n.d.). A nurse practitioner complete the date of birth and death medical information and conduct emergency medical services including ordering, performing, interpreting lab and diagnostic tests, therapeutic, corrective measures, prescribe drugs and refer patient to appropriate healthcare providers as needed. As such, a psychiatric nurse practitioner working under supervision of an authorized physician signs application, and admits minor mental disorder treatment (Maryland.gov., n.d.).
Maryland’s state practice agreement and license laws allow all NPs to evaluate patients including diagnoses, ordering and interpreting diagnostic tests. As recommended by National Council of State Boards of Nursing and National Academy of Medicine, NPs in Maryland engage in initiation and management of treatments, such as medications prescription and controlled substances as stipulated exclusively in licensure authority of MBON (AANP, n.d.).  
Any NP who dispenses, prescribes and administer controlled substances, should be registered with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). One should obtain an order form by applying online through the United States Department of Justice Website or call the DEA’s office registration unit to request a physical copy (AANP, n.d.). Notably, forms are emailed within ten working days and completed requisition form (DEA Form 222a) takes approximately 30 days. 
The State of Maryland has a prescription drug monitoring program (PDMP) that tracks prescriptions of controlled substance using a statewide electronic database for all dispensed within the state. All NPs must register with the PDMP. NPs are authorized to personally prepare and dispense drugs in course of treatment complying with labeling requirements, record dispensation of prescription drug and allow drug control to enter and inspect NP offices. NPs are allowed to prescribe Schedule II, III, IV and V, stamp III, IV and V prescriptions in red with letter C, maintain, files for Schedule II prescriptions and separate file for other prescriptions. 
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