Hello Ginger Shrader, 
Brilliant post. Sadly, Michigan continues to have increased number of insured individuals despite the enactment of Affordable Care Act limiting accessibility of care across the state due to increased shortage of providers. Advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) may reduce the shortage, but Michigan has practice restrictions that limit APRNs to provide affordable, cost-effective, safe and quality care autonomously (Schorn et al., 2022). More so, Michigan lags behind among others states that provide APRNs full practice authority leading to improved health outcomes. Addressing these restrictions may improve accessibility of better primary care services among Michigan’s citizens. Barriers to NP independence include licensure and administrative barriers, prescribing barriers, physician signature requirements, lack of collegiality, and uneven reimbursement (Schorn et al., 2022). 
Michigan also suffers increases morbidity and mortality related to medications for opioid use disorder, such as buprenorphine and methadone that are “only dispensed in regulated treatment programs” (Chen et al., 2023). Between 2018 and 2022, there has been stable prescription of buprenorphine due to policy change aimed to minimize regulatory barriers. For instance, the Michigan Opioid Collaborative (MOC) provide an evidence-based approach for treatment of OUD by supporting increased prescription of buprenorphine. MOC engages behavioral health consultants to reach out community clinics, supported by addiction experts and through webinars and trainings. Under the State Targeted Response (STR), the state of Michigan funds MOC contracts to address opioid overdose crisis (Chen et al., 2023). With the control of prescription drug monitoring data, regulatory agencies provide additional support to foster quantitative evaluation to address opioid crisis. 
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