Reflection on Learning and Practice Readiness
1. Analyze and evaluate how your thinking was challenged in this course related to the role of a DNP-prepared nurse in using evidence from the literature to implement practice change and improve practice outcome
My understanding of the role of a DNP-prepared nurse in using evidence from literature to implement practice change has expanded. This is because I initially viewed evidence-based practice as merely researching to inform practice decisions. The course however deepened my views by emphasizing the challenges associated with translating findings from research into actionable changes that impact patient care. Consequently, involving patients, healthcare professionals from various disciplines, health managers and policy makers is crucial to help overcome the challenges (Bonfim et al., 2023). 
One of the major challenges I faced was realizing the limitations involved in implementing evidence into practice. For this reason, factors such as provider reluctance, organizational resistance and limited resources had not been apparent to me. However, I now appreciate how such elements can limit or become a barrier to practice change. Consequently, I am aware that I need to formulate strategies to bridge the gap between practice and research to prevent poor quality of healthcare services and instances of burnout or job dissatisfaction (Akintola et al., 2024). 
I was also challenged to move beyond simply consuming research for knowledge and into applying and synthesizing evidence into real-world clinical instances. I have also learned through assignments and case studies that I should design interventions after identifying gaps and critically appraising literature to uphold best clinical practices (Almutairi et al., 2024; Klaic et al., 2022). Such a process has reinforced the essence of continuous evaluation to ensure effectiveness and sustainability in practice change. 
2. Considering this new knowledge, examine how this learning prepares you to practice as a DNP-prepared nurse
The new knowledge has prepared me to practice as a DNP-prepared nurse by equipping me with the best skills to be part of evidence-based initiatives. I have clearly understood that my role goes beyond clinical know-how and expertise to include advocating for research-driven interventions. I also feel more confident due to my ability to formulate evidence-based interventions and assess practice gaps which drives continuous improvement. Emphasizing on interprofessional collaboration, leadership and critical thinking has prepared me to navigate through the challenges experienced in healthcare while ensuring that providing care is founded on the best and current evidence (Samuriwo, 2022). Ultimately, I will not only apply knowledge from research but also advocate for integrating research findings into clinical settings to improve the delivery of healthcare services. 
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