HUM 330 Week 2 Assignment Worksheet

Complete the following tables to assist you in learning the concepts presented in week 1 and week 2.

Table 1: Spot the Premise

	Conclusion
	Premise or “Hidden Premise”

	1. Everyone I know likes Chick-a-Cola. It must be really good!
	Everyone I know likes Chick-a-Cola 

	2. I can't believe the McDonald's VP is voting to cut employee benefits. He must be in the president's pocket.
	He must be in the president’s pocket 

	3. If a restaurant is crowded, then people love the menu. The restaurant is crowded. People must love the new menu.
	If a restaurant is crowded, then people love the menu 

	4. Industrialized cattle farms are immoral because they murder animals.
	Industrialized cattle farms murder animals 

	5. The fast-food industry is in turmoil. The poor economy has brought down consumer spending, so the fast-food industry is going to collapse.
	The poor economy has brought down consumer spending, so the fast-food industry is going to collapse 



Table 2: Defending the Premises

	Question
	Conclusion 1
	Conclusion 2
	Conclusion 3
	Conclusion 4
	Conclusion 5

	Does the assumption support the conclusion? (yes/no)
	No
	No 
	Yes
	No
	No

	Write notes explaining why the assumption supports the conclusion or why it does not.
	The assumption does not support the conclusion because it is based on logical fallacy which suggest that conclusions are based on the notion that something is good because many people like it. 
	The assumption is not supported because it assumes that the VP’s decision is based on corruption or personal influences. There could be other reasons why the VP is voting to cut employee benefits, which means the assumption does not logically support the conclusion.
	The assumption supports the conclusion because people must love a menu if they are crowded in the restaurant. Despite there being other possible reasons for crowding such as affordability of the food, the reasoning is logically valid as it explains the reason for crowding the restaurant.
	The assumption does not support the conclusion because it is based on a specific view. This is because the statement overlooks the ethical considerations in cattle farms such as humane practices and cultural views.
	The assumption does not support the conclusion because fast-food is mostly considered an affordable option and the industry can adapt to economic challenges since it offers promotions and discounts or value meals.

	Deductive or Inductive Reasoning?

	Inductive reasoning because such reasoning involves generalizing things based on experiences or observations. 
	Deductive reasoning since it follows a structure by which the speaker assumes a particular cause for the VP’s action.
	Deductive reasoning because it assumes that if the premise is true then the conclusion must also be true. 
	Deductive reasoning because it follows a structure by which the premise leads to the conclusion which assumes that the act of killing animals is immoral.
	Deductive reasoning since the conclusions are based on premises assumed to be true.



Table 3: Logical reasoning

	Question
	Notes for answer

	What characteristics define deduction?
	Deductive reasoning is characterized by logical necessity where the conclusion must come from the premise. Deduction also follows certainty where if premises are true then the conclusion must also be true (Hashemi et al., 2023). Further, deduction starts with a general statement or argument and focuses on a specific conclusion Therefore, the characteristic of deduction is that it is certain, has logical necessity and is general to a specific conclusion.

	What defines induction?
	Induction begins with particular observations that leads to broader or generalized conclusions. Inductive reasoning also leads to conclusions that might be true but are not guaranteed (Hashemi et al., 2023). The form of reasoning also identifies trends or patterns and uses them to draw conclusions. 

	How can assumptions inform the premise of an argument?
	Assumptions inform the premise of an argument by establishing the foundational points for an argument. This means that they provide the basis on which premises are built. Assumptions also influence the premise by dictating the direction of reasoning. Consequently, assumptions fill the gap in knowledge where evidence is lacking.

	Contrast the principal differences between explicitly expressed and tacitly implied premises.
	Explicitly expressed premises are direct and clearly stated in the argument and serve as a foundation for the argument while tacitly implied premises are not directly stated but are inferred or assumed (Gamble, 2020). On the other hand, explicitly expressed premises are the primary foundation of an argument while tacitly implied premises guide an argument’s interpretation but could not be formally laid out (Gamble, 2020). 

	Which of the conclusions have explicitly expressed or tacitly implied premises?
	Explicitly expressed premises are visible in the first, third and fourth conclusions while tacitly implied premises are visible in the second and fifth conclusions.

	Explain the effect explicit and implicit assumptions have on the final conclusion.
	The effect explicit and implicit assumptions have on the final conclusion differ where explicit assumptions are clearly stated in an argument as Leertouwer et al. (2021) implies. This means that they have an immediate effect on the conclusion. However, implicit assumptions may not be directly stated and are not clearly stated. For this reason, implicit assumptions shape how the argument is framed and understood. 
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