Hi Roselyn,
Thank you for your informative and critical account of the ethical violations in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. You did an excellent job tying each of the four core ethical principles to specific failures in the study, particularly highlighting the study grossly violated the principles of autonomy and justice. It is worth noting that the study also violated the principles of beneficence and nonmaleficence by its failure to offer adequate treatment to those affected. Consistent with Varkey (2021), this intervention failed to act to participants’ best interests and avoiding “doing no harm.”  Referencing historical context and long-term implications, such as distrust in healthcare among African American communities, adds to the depth of your discussion. As observed by Dolan and Bell (2024), the fear, distrust, and scepticism of medical research continues impeding the participation of African Americans in research to date. Overall, your analysis is deeply informative and ethically reflective, with a logical explanation of the some safeguards you intend to use to protect participants’ rights. All the best.
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Hello Nicole,
I appreciate your great work and the insights it offered. Nicole, you presented a clear and structured analysis of ethical considerations when conducting research with participants experiencing heroin addiction. As Melnyk and Fineout-Overholt (2023) articulate, the considerations of autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, and justice are critical. The insights into ethics based on the Zhao et al. (2020) illustrate the lengths to which researchers should go to align their research with ethical principles. You reflect on the importance of establishing whether participants understand the value of the research in which they are to participate. Consistent with Miteu (2024), a fair selection and treatment of participants is critical to protecting their rights. Pertaining to individuals with heroine, this implies ensuring that they understand their role in the study and providing them beneficial treatments or interventions in case of complications. While appreciating your effort, you could consider how the discussion informs the completion of your SPP. Great work overall in raising ethical awareness for this vulnerable population.
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