Ethical Analysis of the Death Penalty
Facts About Death Penalty
1. Some states in the United States allow death penalty
2. Lethal injection is among the most commonly used method
3. Some individuals argue that death penalty provides justice for victims by punishing the offender
4. There are some convictions that were wrongful which raises ethical concerns
Judgments About Death Penalty
1. There are possible risks in executing an innocent individual
2. There could be socioeconomic and racial biases during sentencing
3. Death penalty is not  as effective as life imprisonment
4. Death penalty might be costly compared to capital punishment
Possible Positions Regarding Death Penalty
1. Retain death penalty 
2. Entirely abolish death penalty
3. Provide reforms for death penalty
4. Replace death penalty with life imprisonment without parole
5. Limit the penalty to extreme cases
Ethically Strong Position
The strongest position is to abolish the death penalty entirely. This is because abolishing the penalty prevents the risk of executing innocent people. On the other hand, economic and racial biases will also be avoided during sentencing while removing financial burdens related to capital cases.  Therefore, abolishing the death penalty entirely will help to reduce racial and socioeconomic injustices, reducing costs and avoiding the risk of wrongful execution. 
Ethical Analysis of the Chosen Position
Oppositions
Good for the Person vs. Good for the Group
The action is entirely good for society and the person facing the penalty as it upholds fairness while preventing wrongful executions.
Right for the Person vs. Right for the Group
The action is right for the person particularly individuals who could face unjust execution, and also right for the group due to the establishment of a fair justice system.
Duty to Self or Duty to Others
It is a duty to others since it prevents harm and ensures justice
Teleology vs. Deontology
The position aligns with deontology because justice should not defend the killing of potentially innocent individuals despite the deterrent effect.
Ethical Motivations
Entirely abolishing the death penalty will maintain social order by ensuring a fair justice system whole preventing irreversible miscarriages in justice. Maintaining social order is practical because substituting the death penalty with life imprisonment without parole will also eliminate wrongful executions. 
Ethical/Moral Systems
Abolishing the death penalty is based on virtue ethics as it reflects a society that considers fairness, justice and consideration of human life.
Positives of the Position
1. Abolishing the death penalty will prevent wrongful executions
2. The action will save costs by avoiding prolonged death penalty cases
3. Abolishing the penalty will ensure the punishment is humane and fair
4. Socioeconomic and racial biases in sentencing will be eliminated
Negatives of the Position
1. Society will lose deterrent against severe crimes
2. Some individuals may feel that justice has not prevailed for the victim’s families
Do the Positives Outweigh the Negatives?
The positives outweigh the negatives due to the irreversible nature of the death penalty in addition to potential systemic flaws. This makes abolition the most ethical choice given that the justice system should focus on equity and fairness to prevent wrongful deaths.
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