Ethical Evaluation of Student Use of AI
Deontological Evaluation
Deontology argues that actions are morally wrong or right based on moral duties and principles instead of their outcomes. On the other hand, deontological ethics by Immanuel Kant emphasize that ethical behavior must follow universal laws despite their consequences (Thorpe, 2024). For this reason, given that education is focused on developing personal knowledge and critical thinking, relying on AI to complete assignments undermines the duty to develop personal knowledge. Further, if students misunderstand the sources cited by AI, they could misinterpret the ownership of ideas hence violate ethical duties. Thus, from a deontological view, the use of AI is unethical because it violates academic honesty and limits the duty to learn. 
Teleological/Utilitarian Evaluation
Teleology especially utilitarianism analyzes the moral grounds of an action based on the consequences (Ikechukwu Anthony et al., 2022). This means that an action is ethical if it minimizes harm and maximizes happiness. AI is therefore beneficial as it helps students to summarize information and understand concepts. However, excessively relying on AI could hinder the development of problem-solving and critical thinking skills, an issue that could interfere with future career development. Therefore, AI use can be ethical if it improves learning outcomes without causing academic dishonesty. 
Personal Ethical Perspective
My personal view of AI is that it should be used as a learning tool and not as a shortcut to completing assignments. This means that students should use AI for idea generation and grammar improvement in addition to using it as a research assistant. Rather than imposing policies against AI use, educators should guide students on its responsible use to ensure they still develop problem-solving and critical thinking skills. 
Final Thoughts
AI is not entirely good or bad because it depends on its responsible use by students. Ethical use of AI should maintain fairness, uphold academic integrity and enhance learning. Ultimately, students should recognize that they have a responsibility to thoughtfully engage with AI instead of misusing it to pass assignments. 
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