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Week 2 NU 741 IRB Discussion
	The Institutional Review Board (IRB) forms on the institution’s IRB website, and the video about the membership requirements for IRBs were profound. These learning materials provided profound information regarding the IRB committee and the IRB process. The IRB is an administrative guild established to protect participants' rights and welfare (Polit & Beck, 2021). For one, the materials equip a DNP candidate with the requisite knowledge that the IRB committee should have at least five members, one of whom should be a scientist and the other a non-scientist (Polit & Beck, 2021). Non-scientists are essential because of their legal, ethical, and community perspectives as well as expertise. Evidence indicates that members of the IRB committee have diverse perspectives and expertise. These skills help balance the committee's diversity, the project's scientific rigor, and the ethical review procedural process (Regis, n.d.). Based on the materials, the IRB can invite experts to offer insights into a project, helping the principal investigator achieve the project's goals. This inspires investigators to tailor a strong defense proposal, elucidating all the project details, from the design to the dissemination of the project results (Khan et al., 2023).
	The video provided crucial information for the principal investigator, seeking to implement a patient health questionnaire nine education program for nurses in a primary care setting. For instance, applicants should submit their project at least twenty-one days prior to the IRB meeting to review the project. Moreover, an expedited review does not require all IRB committee members to be present. This information was surprising since it leaves room to wonder whether the facilitated review process applies to DNP projects like the PHQ-9 education program project, which is considered to have minimal risk. Another surprising element was exempting some projects from the IRB process, regardless of requiring defense proposal hearings. 
	The application for exemption form emphasizes strict requirements such as ensuring minimal risk to participants, comprehensive data collection processes, and consent procedures (Regis, n.d.). As such, the information guarantees that the IRB meticulously evaluates the project's operational and ethical facets to promote transparency throughout the process (Regis, n.d.). Consequently, the audit document was astonishing since it involved three procedures: exempt, expedited, and full. Although the PI will not be using a transcriber for the project, it is fundamental to be cognizant of the significance of signing a confidentiality agreement before initiating the project to ascertain that the transcribers do not violate participants' rights. This is because some transcribers can fail to utilize safe data measures as per the confidentiality contract with the PI (Regis, n.d.). The debriefing document was thought-provoking and raised some queries on whether each project necessitates a debriefing form or includes no less than a statement at the end of a survey. 
	Most importantly, the renewal application document will benefit the PI, specifically if the PI cannot complete the summer semester or for any mitigating context requiring the project to continue in a different semester (Regis, n.d.). It is essential to note that this week's learning materials continue to enlighten the PI about the IRB application and defense proposal hearing procedures. The PI will incorporate comprehensive informed consent documents, data gathering devices, and enrolment processes to comply with the IRB process (Khan et al., 2023). For the proposal hearing and IRB application, the principal investigator will include vital data protection mechanisms to protect the rights of the participants throughout the research process from inception to implementation. Furthermore, the PI will consider the project's timeframe to ensure the project meets the IRB application deadlines and requirements (Regis, n.d.). This week’s learning materials will help equip the PI with the necessary knowledge to ensure that the implementation of the PHQ-9 education program aligns with the IRB's moral requirements and maintains negligible risks and confidentiality for the participants (Regis, n.d.).
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